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BIG PICTURE QUESTIONS (XIV) 
 

1.   In comparing the European empires in the Americas with the Russian, Chinese, Mughal, and  
Ottoman empires, should world historians emphasize the similarities or the differences? What  
are the implications of each approach? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.   In what different ways was European colonial rule expressed and experienced in the Americas? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.   Why did the European empires in the Americas have such an enormously greater impact on the  
conquered people than did the Chinese, Mughal, and Ottoman empires? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.   In what ways did the empires of the early modern era continue patterns of earlier empires? In what  
ways did they depart from those patterns? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


