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Their societies mostly avoided oppressive authority, 
class inequalities, and seclusion of women typical of other civilizations 

All shifted from matrilineal to patrilineal system 
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Biggest mistake in the history of China – Look inward miss the Industrial 
Revolution
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2. European population began to rise again ca. 1450 

3. State building, but fragmented, with many independent and competitive 
states 
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Back to the sources

Portrait of Erasmus of Rotterdam

The humanists' close study of Latin literary texts soon enabled them to discern 
historical differences 

in the writing styles of different periods. 
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Handout - STOP - Student to complete
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Handout - STOP - Student to complete
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1. Ottoman Empire lasted from fourteenth to early twentieth century

a. huge territory: Anatolia, eastern Europe, much of Middle East, North 
African coast, lands around Black Sea 

b. sultans claimed the title “caliph” and the legacy of the Abbasids 

c. effort to bring new unity to the Islamic world

2. Ottoman aggression toward Christian lands 

a. fall of Constantinople in 1453 

b. 1529 siege of Vienna 

c. Europeans feared Turkish expansion 

3. Safavid Empire emerged in Persia from a Sufi religious order 

a. empire was established shortly after 1500 

b. imposed Shia Islam as the official religion of the state 

4. Sunni Ottoman Empire and Shia Safavid Empire fought periodically 
between 1534 and 1639
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1. Songhay Empire rose in West Africa in the second half of the fifteenth 
century 

a. Islam was limited largely to urban elites 

b. Sonni Ali (r. 1465–1492) followed Muslim practices, but was also 
regarded as a magician with an invisibility charm 

c. Songhay Empire was a major center of Islamic learning/trade 

2. Mughal Empire in India was created by Turkic group that invaded India in 
1526 

a. over the sixteenth century, Mughals gained control of most of India 

b. effort to create a partnership between Hindus and Muslims 

c. Hindu kingdom of Vijayanagara continued to flourish in the south

www.glscott.org 32



1. new age of energy, prosperity, and cultural brilliance

2. spread of Islam to new areas, such as Southeast Asia 

3. rise of Malacca as a sign of the times—became a major Muslim port city 
in the fifteenth century 

a. Malaccan Islam blended with Hindu/Buddhist traditions 

b. was a center for Islamic learning
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2. Triple Alliance (1428): Mexica and two other city-states united 

a. launched a program of military conquest 

b. conquered much of Mesoamerica in under a century 

c. Aztec rulers claimed descent from earlier peoples 
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c. around 80 provinces, each with an Inca governor 

d. subjects grouped into hierarchical units of people (10, 50, 100, 500, etc.), 
at least in the central regions 

e. inspectors checked up on provincial officials 

f. population data was recorded on quipus (knotted cords) 

g. massive resettlement program moved much of the population 
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1. after 1500, Western Europe became the most innovative, prosperous, 
powerful, imitated part of the world 

2. spread of European languages and Christian religion throughout the 
world 

3. initiated the Scientific Revolution and the Industrial Revolution 

4. origin of modern -isms: liberalism, nationalism, feminism, socialism 

5. rest of the world was confronted by powerful, intrusive Europeans
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Handout/KEY
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