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(]HAPTER TWENTY

17 5o-r9r 4

ln nricl- r967, I rvrrs on sunlnler irreak tiorrr a teaching assiqrunent rvith
the Pcrrce Oorps in Etltiopi:r rrncl rvas tr:rveling with sonre trierrcls in
rreighboring Kenya, just fbr,rr yenrs attcr that c()ul)try lrrtd gainccl its

irtcleperrclence fhrrr-r llritish cokrnial r-ulc. The bus 'uvc rvere riclins
ott bt'okc clowrr,:rnd I tirund nryself hitchhiking rrcross Kenya, hcrrd-
ing tirr Ugandrr. Soorr I rvas pickecl up by a frienclly Euqlishnrarr, one
of Kerrylls rrirrrry Eur-opcillr scttlcrs who had stlycci oll :rfier inclepetr-
clencc.At onc point, he pullecl off the rtxrtl to show nre rr lovely vierv
of Kenyrrls i:rnxrus lliftVrrlley, arrcl r,ve wcre rpprolched by a gr-otrp of
boys sclling baskets ancl r>ther tourist itenrs.They spoke to us in eoocl
Enelislr, but nry l3ritish conrparriou replied to rhenr in Srvahili. He
later explainccl th;rt Europeans senerally did not speak English rvith
the "natives." I r,vas pr"rzzlcd, btrt reluctrrnt to incluire firrther.

Sevcral years lrrter, while concluctirrq rese:irch about British uris-
sionarics in Kerrya in thc early twentietlr cer)tury, I for,rrrtl rr clue rrbout
tl-re orisins of this r-nan'.s leluctance to speak his own l:rnguaqc r.vith
Kenyrrns. lt crrnre in I lctter fi-orn a nrissionary in r.vhich the r,vriter
argued ugainst the teachins of Enslish to Afi'icans.Anrons his reilsor-ls

rvere "the clanqel in rvhich such a corlrse woulcl place our rvhite
wonrel) rrncl girls" anci "the c-langer of oreanizing against the govern-
nrent rrnd Europeans."' Here, clearly ciisplayecl, w:rs the European
coloniirl insistence orr nr:rintainirrg clistunce arrcl distinction betr,veen
rvhitcs urcl bhcks, lor both sexual :rrrcl political rc;lsol)s. Sr.rch rrroni-
toritrg oiracial bouncilrics w:rs a centrrrl fb:lture oirnarry uinetccnth-
rrncl early-trventieth-century colonial societies and, in the case of
r)rv new llritislr acclunirrtance,:l practice that persisted even atter thc
colonial cr:r hacl cndccl.

The lmperial Durbar of r9o3: To mark the coronation of British monarch Edwarcl Vll and his installation as the
Emperor of India, coLoniaI authorities in India mounted an elaborate assembly, o( durbar. The durbar was intended
to showcase the splendor of the British Empire, and its pageantry inctuded sporting events; a state balt; a huge dis
play of Indian arts, crafts, and jewels; and an enormous parade in which a long line of British officiats and Indian
princes passed by on bejeweled elephants. (Topham/The tmage works)
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924 PART 5 / THE EUROPEAN MOMENT rN WORLD HrsroRY, 7750-7974

I Comparison
In what different ways did
the coloniaI takeover of
Asia and Africa occur?

F()R MANy MTLLToNS oF AFRTcANS AND ASIANS, colonial rule-by the British,
French, Germans, Italians, Belgians, Portuguese, Russians, or Americans-was the

major new element in their historical experience during the nineteenth century.

Between roughly t75o and t95o, much of theAfro-Asian-Pacific world was enveloped

within this new wave of European empire building.The encounter with European

power in these colonized societies was more immediate, and often more intense, than

in those regions that were buffered by their own independent governments, such as

Latin America, China, Persia, and the Ottoman Empire. Of course, no single colonial

experience characterized these rwo centuries across this vast region. Much depended

on the cultures and prior history of various colonized people. Policies of the colonial

powers sonretimes differed sharply and changed over time. Men and wonten experi-

enced the colonial era differently, as did traditional elites,Western-educated classes,

urban artisans, peasant farmers, and migrant laborers. Furthermore, the varied actions

and reactions of such people, despite their oppression and exploitation, shaped the

colonial experience, perhaps as much as the policies, practices, and intentions of
their temporary European rulers. Al1 of them-colonizers and colonized alike-
were caught up in the flood of change that accompanied the Industrial Revolution

and a new burst of European imperialism.

A Second-Wave of European Conquests
If the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century takeover of the Americas represented the

first phase ofEuropean colonial conquests, the century and a halfbetween r75o and

rgoo was a second and quite distinct round of that larger process. Now it was

focused in Asia and Africa rather than in the Western Hemisphere. It featured a

number of new players-Germany, Italy, Belgium, the United States,Japan-who
were not at all involved in the earlier phase, while the Spanish and Portuguese now

had only ntinor roles. In mainland Asia and Africa, nineteenth-century European

conquests nowhere had the devastating demographic consequences that had so

sharply reduced the Native American populations. Furthermore, this second wave

of European colonial conquests, at least by the mid-nineteenth century, was condi-

tioned by Europe's Industrial Revolution. In both their formal colonies and their

"informal empires" (Latin America, China, the Ottoman Empire, and for a time

Japan), European motives and activities were shaped by the military capaciry and eco-

nomic power that the Industrial Revolution conveyed. In general, Europeans pre-

ferred informal control, for it was cheaper and less likely to provoke wars. But where

rivalry with other European states made it impossible or where local governments

were unable or unwilling to cooperate, Europeans proved more than willing to under-

take the expense and risk ofconquest and outright colonial rule.

The construction of these second-wave European empires in the Afro-Asian

world, like empires everywhere, involved military force or the threat of using it.

Initially, the European military advantage lay in organiz tion, drill and practice, and

command structure. Increasingly in the nineteenth century, the Europeans also pos-
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GHAPTER 20 / COLONTAL ENCOUNTERS, TT5O-7974 925

sessed overwhelming advantages in firepower, deriving from the recently invented
repeating rifles and machine guns.A much-quoted jingle by the English writer Hilaire
Belloc summed up the situation:

'Whatever happens we have got
The Maxim gun [an automatic machine gun] and they have not.

Nonetheless, Europeans had to fight, often long and hard, to create their new
empires, as coundess wars of conquest attest. In the end, though, they prevailed almost
everywhere,largely against adversaries who did not have Maxim guns or in some cases

any guns at all.Thus were African and Asian peoples of all kinds incorporated within
one or another of the European empires. Gathering and hunting bands inAustralia,
agricultural village societies or chieftloms on Pacific islands and in Africa, pastoralists
of the Sahara and Central Asia, residents of states large and small, and virtually every-
one in the large and complex civilizations of India and SoutheastAsia-all of them
alike lost the politicd sovereignty and freedom ofaction they had previously exercised.

Map zo.r Colonial Asia in
the Early Twentieth Century
By the early r9oos, several of
the great population centers

ofAsia had come under the
colonial control of Britain,
the Netherlands, France, the
United States, or Japan.
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926 PART 5 / THE EUROpEAN MOMENT tN WORLD HtsTORy, 175c-19!4

For some, such as Hindus governed by the Muslim Mughal Empire, it was an exchange

of one set of foreign rulers for another. But now all were subjects of a European
colonial state.

The passage to colonial status occurred in various ways. For the peoples of India
and Indonesia, colonial conquest grew out of earlier interaction with European trad-
ing firms. Particularly in India, the tsritish East India Company, rather than the British
governnrent directly, played the leading role in the colonial takeover of South Asia.

The fragmentation of the Mughal Empire and the absence of any overall sense of cul-
tural or political unity both invited and facilitated European penetration.A similar

situation of many small and rival states assisted the Dutch acquisition of Indonesia.

Howeveq neither the British nor the Dutch had a clear-cut plan for conquest. Rather
it evolved slowly as local authorities and European traders made and unmade a

variety ofalliances over roughly a century in India (r75o-r85o). In Indonesia, a few

areas held out until the early twentieth century (see Map zo.r).
For most ofAfrica, rnainland Southeast Asia, and the Pacific islands, colonial con-

quest canle later, in the second half of the nineteenth century and rather more abruptly

and deliberately than in India or Indonesia.The "scranrble for Africa," for example,

pitted half a dozen European powcrs against one another as they partitioned the

entire continent amonli themselves in only about twenty-five years (r875-r9oo).
(SeeVisual Sources:The Scramble for Africa, pp. 96o-67, for various perspectives on

the "scramble.") European leaders themselves were surprised by the intensity of their

rivalries and the speed with which they acquired huge territories, about which they

knew very little (see Map zo.z).

That process involved endless but peaceful negotiations among the conrpeting

Great Powers about "who got what" and extensive and bloody military action, sonle-

times lasting decades, to make their control effective on the ground.Among the most

diflcult to subdue were those decentralized societies without a forrnal state structure.

In such cases, Europeans confronted no central authoriry with which they could

negotiate or that they might decisively defeat. It was a matter of village-by-village

conquest against extended resistance.As late as 1925, one British official commented

on the process as it operated in central Nigeria:"I shall of course go on walloping

thern until they surrender. It's a rather piteous sight watching a village being knocked

to pieces and I wish there was sonre other way, but unfortunately there isn't."'
The South Pacific territories ofAustralia and New Zealand,both of which were

taken over by the British during the nineteenth century, were nlore similar to the

earlier colonization of North Arlerica than to contentporary patterns ofAsian and

African conquest. In both places, conquest was accompanied by massive European

settlement and diseases that reduced native nuntbers by 75 percent or more by r9oo.

Like Canada and the United States, these became settler colonies,"neo-European"

societies in the Pacific. Aboriginal Australians constituted only about 2.4 percent of
their country's population in the early twenry-first century, and the indigenous

Maori were a minority of about I5 percent in New Zealand.With the exception

of Hawaii, nowhere else in the nineteenth-century colonial world were existing
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Map zoz Conquest and Resistance in Colonial Africa
By the early twentieth century, the map of Africa reflected the outcome of the "scramble for Africa," a
conquest that was heavily resisted in many places. The boundaries established during that process still
provide the political framework for Africa's independent states.
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populations so decimated and overwhelmed as they were in Australia and New
Zealand.

Elsewhere other variations on the theme of imperial conquest unfolded.Japan's

takeover of Taiwan and Korea bore marked similarities to European actions. The
westward expansion of the United States and the Russian penetration of Central

Asia brought additional millions under European control as these rvvo states contin-
ued their earlier territorial growth. Filipinos acquired new colonial rulers when the

United States took over from Spain following the Spanish-American'War of r898.

Some r3,ooo freed U.S. slaves, seeking greater freedom than was possible at home,

migrated to West Africa, where they became, ironically, a colonizing elite in the land

they named Liberia. Ethiopia and Siam (Thailand) were notable for avoiding the

colonization to which their neighbors succumbed.Those countries'military and dip-

lomatic skills, their willingness to make modest concessions to the Europeans, and

the rivalries of the imperialists all contributed to these exceptions to the rule of colo-
nial takeover in East Africa and Southeast Asia. (SeeVisual Source 2o.5, p. 966, for
an account of Ethiopia's defeat of Italian forces.;

These broad patterns ofcolonial conquest dissolved into thousands ofseparate

encounters as Asian and African societies were confronted with decisions about how

to respond to encroaching European power in the context of their local circum-

stances. Many initially sought to enlist Europeans in their own internal struggles for
power or in their external rivalries with neighboring states or peoples.As pressures

mounted and European demands escalated, some tried to play off imperial powers

against one another. Many societies were sharply divided berween those who wanted

to fight and those who believed that resistance was futile.After extended resistance

against French aggression, the nineteenth-centuryVietnamese emperorTu Duc argued

with those who wanted the struggle to go on:

Do you really wish to confront such a power with a pack of [our] cowardly sol-

diers? It would be like mounting an elephantt head or caressing a tigert tail. . . .

'With 
what you presently have, do you really expect to dissolve the enenry's rifles

inco air or chase his battleships into hell?3

Others negotiated, attempting to preserve as much independence and power as pos-

sible.The rulers of the East African kingdom of Buganda, for example, saw opportu-

niry in the British presence and negotiated an arrangement that substantially enlarged

their state and personally benefited the kingdom's elite class.

LJnder European Rule
In many places and for many people, incorporation into European colonial empires

was a traumatic experience. Especially for small-scale societies, the loss of life, homes,

cattle, crops, and land was devastatin g.ln rgoz,a British soldier in East Africa described

what happened in a single village: "Every soul was either shot or bayoneted. . . .We

burned all the huts and razed the banana plantations to the ground."a
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For the vietnamese elite, schooled for centuries in chinese-style confucian
thinking, conquest meant rhat the natural harmonies of life had been badly dis-
rupted; it was a time when "water flowed uphill." Nguyen Khuyen (rg35-r9o9), a

seniorVietnamese official, retired to his ancestral village to farm and write poerry
after the French conquesr. In his poems he expressed his anguish at the passing of
the world he had known:

Fine wine but no good friends,
So I buy none though I have the money.

A poem comes to mind, but I choose not to write it down.
If it were written, to whom would I give it?
The spare bed hangs upon the wall in cold indifference.
I pluck the lute, but it just doesn't sound right.J

Many others also withdrew into private life, feigning illness when asked to serve in
public oftice under the French.

929

Cooperation and Rebellion

Although violence was a prominent feature of colonial life both during conquest
and after, various groups and many individuals willingly cooperated with colonial
authorities to their own advantage. Many men found employment, status, and secu-
riry in European-led armed forces.The shortage and expense of European admin-
istrators and the difiiculties of communicating across cultural boundaries made it
necessary for colonial rulers to rely heavily on a range of local intermediaries.Thus
Indian princes, Muslim emirs, and African rulers, often from elite or governing
families, found it possible to retain much of their earlier sratus and privileges while
gaining considerable wealth by exercising authoriry both legally and otherwise, at
the local level. For example, in FrenchwestAfrica, an erea eight times the size of
France itself and with a population of about 15 million in the late r93os, rhe colo-
nial state consisted ofjust 385 French administrators and more than 5o,oooAfrican
"chieIi."Thus colonial rule rested upon and reinforced the most conservative seg-
ments ofAsian and African societies.

Both colonial governments and private missionary organizations had an inter-
est in promoting a measure of European education. From this process arose a small'western-educated 

class, whose members served the colonial state, European busi-
nesses' and Christian missions as teachers, clerks, translators, and lower-level admin-
istrators. A few received higher education abroad and returned home as lawyers,
doctors, engineers, or journalists.As colonial governments and business enterprises
became more sophisticated, Europeans increasingly depended on the'western-
educated class at the expense of the more traditional elites.

If colonial rule enlisted the willing cooperation of some, it provoked the bitter
opposition of many others.Thus periodic rebellions, both large and small, punctu-
ated the history of colonial regimes everywhere.The most famous among them was

I Explanation
Why might subiect
people choose to
cooperate with the
colonial regime? What
might prompt them to
rebeI or resist?
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the Indian Ilebellion of rtl57-r858, whiclr

was triggered by the introduction into the

colony's military forces of a new cartridge

snreared with anirlal fat fror-n cor,vs and

pip;s. Because Hindus venerated corvs and

Muslinrs regarded pigs as unclean, both

groups viewed the innovation as a plot to
render thenr defiled and to convert thelll
to Christiar.rity. Behind this incident vvere

rllany groups of people rvith a rvhole series

of grievances generatecl by the British colo-

nial presence: local rulers who had lost

power; landlords deprived of their estates

or their rent; peasants overtaxed and ex-

ploited by urbarr moneylenders and land-

lords alike; r.rnenrployed weavers displaced

by machine-manufactured textiles; and reli-

gious leaders exposed to nrissionary preach-

ing. A mutiny among h.rdian troops in

Bengal triggerecl the rebellion, rvhich soon

spread to other regions of the colonv and

other social groups. Soon much of L.rdia rvas

aflame. Sonre rebel leaders presented their

An American View of cause as an etlort to revive an alntost-vanished Mughal Ernpire and thereby attracted

British lmperialism support from those with strong resentnlents against the British (see l)ocument 20.3,

ffil:?Hi:T:tfi,l, pp. e53-i5).Atthough ir was crushed in 1858, the rebellion greatlv r'vider.red the

Empire is porrrayed as an racial divide in colonial India and eroded British tolerance for those they vier'ved

octopuswhosetentaclesare as "nigger natives" who had betrayed their trust. It Irrade the llritish nlore conser-
already attached to many vative and cautious about cleliberately trying to change Indian societv for fbar of
countries, whiLe one tentacle

isabouttograspstilt another provoki'g another rebellio.. Moreover, it convinced the British governnlent to

one, Egypt. (The Granser assune direct control over India, ending the era of British East India Cor.npany rule

Collection, New York) in the subcotltinent.

Colonial Empires with a Difference

I Comparison At o1e level, European colonial enrpires were but the latest in a very long line of

What was distinctive imoerial creations, all of lvhich had enlisted cooperation and experienced resistance

about European colonial fro'r their subiecr peoples, but the nineteenth-century European versiott of erlrpire
empires of the nineteenth diflered f.onl i'h" .rirl".. in several rerrr.rrk.rble ways. One was the prourinence of race
century? 

in distinguishing rulers and ruled, as the high tide of "scientific racism" in Europe

coincided with the acquisition ofAsian and African colonies (see pp. 88r-82). In East

Africa, for example, white men were referred to as bu,ana (Srvahili for "master"),

whereas Europeans regularly called African nren "boy." Eclucation for colonial sub-

iecrs rvas both linited and skewed towrrd practical subjects rather than scientific and

TI{E DEVILFISH IN EGYPTIAN WATIRS.
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literary studies, which were widely regarded as inappropriate for the "primitive mind"
of "natives." Particularly affected by European racism were those whose 'western

education and aspirations most clearly threatened the racial divide. Europeans were
exceedingly reluctant to allow even the most highly educated Asians and Africans
to enter the higher ranks of the colonial civil service.A proposal in 1883 to allow
Indian judges to hear cases involving whites provoked outrage and massive demon-
strations among European inhabitants of India.

In those colonies that had a large European settler population, the pattern of
racial separation was much more pronounced than in places such as Nigeria, which
had Gw permanently settled whites.The most extreme case was South Africa, where
a large European population and the widespread use ofAfrican labor in mines and
industries brought blacks and whites into closer and more prolonged contact than
elsewhere.The racial fears that were aroused resulted in extraordinary efforts to estab-
lish race as a legal, not just a customary, feature of South African society.This racial
system provided for separate "homelands," educational systems, residential areas, pub-
lic facilities, and much more. In what was eventually known as apartheid, south
African whites attempted the impossible task of creating an industrializing economy
based on cheap African labor, while limiting African social and political integration
in every conceivable fashion.

A further distinctive feature of nineteenth-century European empires lay in the
extent to which colonial states were able to penetrate the societies they governed.
Centralized tax-collecting bureaucracies, new means of communication and trans-
portation, imposed changes in landholding patterns, integration of colonial econ-
omies into a global network of exchange, public health and sanitation measures, and
the activities of missionaries all touched the daily lives of rnany people far more
deeply than in earlier empires. Not only were Europeans foreign rulers, but they
also bore the seeds of a very diflerent way of life, which grew out of their own mod-
ern transformation.

Nineteenth-century European colonizers were extraordinary as well in their
penchant for counting and classifying rheir subject people. With the assisrance of
anthropologists and missionaries, colonial governments collected a vasr amount of
information, sought to organize it "scientifically," and used it to manage the unfa-
miliar, complex, varied, and fluctuating societies that they governed. In India, the
British found in classical texts and Brahmin ideology an idealized description of the
caste system, based on the notion of four ranked and unchanging varnas, which
made it possible to bring order out of the inrmense complexiry and variety of caste
as it actually operated.Thus the British invented or appropriated a Brahmin version
of "traditional India" that they favored and sought to preserve, while scorning as
"non-Indian" the new elite educated in European schools and enthusiastic about
v/estern ways of life (see Document 2c.2, pp.95r-j3).This view of India reflected
the great influence of Brahmins on British thinking and clearly served the interests
of this Indian upper class.

Likewise within African colonies, Europeans identified, and sometimes invented,
distinct tribes, each with its own clearly defined territory, languap;e, customs, and

931
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chief.The notion of a "tribal Africa" expressed theWestern view that African socie-

ties were primitive or backward, representing an earlier stage of human development.

It was also a convenient idea, for it reduced the enormous complexiry and fluidity of
African societies to a more manageable state and thus made colonial administration

easier.

Finally, European colonial policies contradicted their own core values and their

practices at home to an unusual degree.'While nineteenth-century Britain and France

were becoming more democratic, their colonies were essentially dictatorships, offer-

ing perhaps order and stabiliry but certainly not democratic government, because

few colonial subjects were participating citizens. Empire of course was wholly at

odds with European notions of national independence, and ranked racial classifica-

tions went against the grain of both Christian and Enlightenment ideas of human

equaliry. Furthermore, many Europeans were distinctly reluctant to encourage within
their colonies the kind of modernization-urban growth, industrialization, indi-
vidual values, religious skepticism-that was sweeping their own societies. They

feared that this kind of social change, often vilified as "detribalization," would encour-

age unrest and challenge colonial rule. As a model for social development, they

much preferred "traditional" rural sociery with its established authorities and social

hierarchies, though shorn of abuses such as slavery and sati (widow-burning). Such

contradictions berween what Europeans preached at home and what they practiced

in the colonies became increasingly apparent to many Asians and Africans and

played a major role in undermining the foundations of colonial rule in the twen-

tieth century.

Wuyt of 'Working: Comparing Colonial Econornies

Colonial rule affected the lives of its subject people in many ways, but the most pro-

nounced change was in their ways of working.The colonial 5121g-wigh its power to

tax, to seize land for European enterprises, to compel labor, and to build railroads,

ports, and roads-played an important role in these transformations. Even more pow-

erful was the growing integration ofAsian and African societies into a world economy

that increasingly demanded their gold, diamonds, copper, tin, rubber, coffee, cotton,

sugar, cocoa, and many other products. But the economic transformations born of
these fwin pressures were far from uniform.Various groups-migrant workers and

cash-crop farmers, plantation laborers and domestic servants, urban elites and day

laborers, men and women-experienced the colonial era di{ferently as their daily

working lives underwent profound changes.

To various degrees, old ways of working were eroded almost everywhere in the

colonial world. Subsistence farming, in which peasant families produced largely for

their own needs, diminished as growing numbers directed at least some of their ener-

gies to working for wages or selling what they produced for a cash income. That

money was both necessary to pay their taxes and school fees and useful for buying

the various products-such as machine-produced textiles, bicycles, and kerosene-

that the industrial economies of Europe sent their way.As in Europe, artisans suffered
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GHAPTER 20 / COLONTAL ENCOUNTERS,1750-1974

greatly when cheaper machine-manufactured merchandise displaced their own hand-
made goods.A flood of inexpensive textiles from Britain's new factories ruined the
livelihood of tens of thousands of India's handloom weavers. Iron smelting largely dis-
appeared in Africa, and occupations such as blacksmithing and tanning lost ground.
Furthermore,Asian andAfrican merchants, who had earlier handled the trade berr;veen

their countries and the wider world, were squeezed out by well-financed European
commercial firms.

933

Economies of Coercion: Forced Labor
and the Power of the State

Many of the new ways of working that emerged during the colonial era derived
directly from the demands of the colonial state.The most obvious was required and
unpaid labor on public projects, such as building railroads, consrructing government
buildings, and transporting goods. In French Africa, all "natives" were legally obligated
for"statute labor" of ten to twelve days a year, a practice that lasted through 1946.
It was much resented. A resident of British West Africa, interviewed in 1996, bitterly
recalled this feature of colonial life:"They [British ofticials] were rude, and they made
us work for them a lot.They came to the village and just rounded us up and made
us go offand clear the road or carry loads on our heads."6

The most infamous cruelties of forced labor occurred during the early rwenti-
eth century in the Congo Free State, then governed personally by Leopold II of
Belgium. Private companies in the Congo, operating under the authoriry of the
state, forced villagers to collect rubbeg which was much in demand for bicycle and
automobile tires, with a reign of terror and abuse that cost millions of lives. one
refugee from these horrors described the process:

'We were always in the forest to find the rubber vines, to go without food,
and our women had to give up cultivating the fields and gardens. Then we
starved. . ..We begged the white man to leave us alone, saying we could get no
more rubber, but the white men and their soldiers said "Go.You are only beasts

yourselves. . . . " When we failed and our rubber was short, the soldiers came to
our towns and killed us. Many were shot, some had their ears cut olf; others
were tied up with ropes round their necks and taken away.7

Eventually such outrages were widely publicized in Europe, where they created a
scandal, forcing the Belgian government to take control of the congo in r9o8 and
ending Leopold's reign of terror.

A variation on the theme of forced labor took shape in the so-called cultivation
system of the Netherlands East Indies (Indonesia) during the nineteenth century.
Peasants were required to cultivate 20 percent or more of their land in cash crops
such as sugar or coffee to meet their tax obligation to the state. Sold to government
contractors at fixed and low prices, those crops, when resold on the world market,
proved highly profitable for Dutch traders and shippers as well as for the Dutch
state and its citizens. According to one scholar, the cultivation system "performed a

I Connection
How did the power of
colonial states transform
the economic lives of
colonial subiects?
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miracle for the Dutch economy," enabling it to
avoid taxing its own people and providing capi-

tal for its Industrial Revolution.o It also enriched

and strengthened the position of those "tradi-
tional authorities" who enforced the system, often

by using lashings and various tortures, on behalfof
the l)utch. For the peasants ofJava, however, it
nreant a double burden of obligations to the colo-
nial state as well as to local lords. Many became

indebted to moneylenders when they could not
meet those obligations.Those demands, coupled

with the loss of land and labor now excluded from
food production, contributed to a wave of fam-
ines during the r-nid-nineteenth century in which
hundreds of thousands perished.

The forced cultivation of cash crops was

widely and successfully resisted in many places. In
German East Africa, for example, colonial author-
ities in the late nineteenth century imposed the

cultivation of cotton, which seriously interfered

with production of local food crops. Here is

how one ntan renrembered the experience:

The cultivation of cotton was done by turns.

Every village was allotted days on which to
cultivate. . . . After arriving you all suffered

very greatly. Your back and your buttocks

were whipped and there was no rising up once you stooped to dig....And yet

he [the Germanl wanted us to pay hinr tax.Were ure not human beings?')

Such conditions prompted a ntassive rebellion in l9o5 and persuaded the Germans to

end the forced growing of cotton. In Mozambique,rvhere the Portuguese likewise

brutally enforced cotton cultivation, a cor.nbination of peasant sabotage, the planting

of unauthorized crops, and the smuggling of cotton across the border to more prof-

itable markets ensured that Portugal never achieved its goal ofbeconring self-sufficient

in cotton production. In such ways did the actions of colonized peoples alter or frus-

trate the plans of the colonizers.

Economies of Cash-Crop Agriculture:The Pull of the Market

Many Asian and African peoples had produced quite willingly for an international

market long before they were enclosed within colonial societies. They offered for

trade items such as peanuts and pah-n oil in West Africa, cotton in Egypt, spices in

Indonesia, and pepper and textiles in India. In some places, colonial rule created

conditions that facilitated and increased cash-crop production to the advantage of

ColonialViotence in the
Congo
These young boys with sev-

ered hands were among the
victims of a brutal regime of
forced labor undertaken in

the Congo during the late

nineteenth and early twenti-
eth centuries. Such mutila-

tion was punishment for

their villages' inability to
supply the required amount

of wild rubber. (Courtesy, Anti-

Slavery Organization, London)

I Change
How did cash-crop

agriculture transform the
lives of colonized peoples?
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local farmers. British authorities in Burma, for exanrple, acted to encourage rice
production among small farmers by ending an earlier prohibition on rice exports,
providing irrigation and transportation facilities, and enacting land tenure laws that
facilitated private ownership of small farms. Under these conditions, the population of
the Irrawaddy Delta boomed, migrants from Upper Burnra and India poured into the
region, and rice exports soared. Local small farnrers benefited considerably because

they were now able to own their own land, build subsrantial houses, and buy im-
ported goods. For several decades in the late nineteenth century, standards ofliving
improved sharply, and huge increases in rice prodr.rction Fed millions of people in
other parts ofAsia and elsewhere. It was a very different situation from that of peas-

ants forced to grow crops that seriously interfered with their food production.
But that kind of colonial development, practiced also in the Mekong l\iver

delta of French-ruledVietnam, had important environn.rental consequences. It in-
volved the destruction of mangrove forests and swanrplands along with the fish and
shellfish that supplemented local diets. New dikes and irrigation channels inhibited
the depositing of silt from upstream and thus depleted soils in the deltas of these nrajor
river systems.And, unknown to anyone at the tinre, this kind of agriculture generates

large amounts of methane gas, a major contributor to global warming.'o
Profitable cash-crop farming also developed in the sourhern Gold Coast (present-

day Ghana), a British territory inWest Africa. Unlike l3urma, it was African farmers
themselves who took the initiative to develop export agriculture. Planting cacao rrees

in huge quantities, they became the world's leading supplier of cocoa, used to make
chocolate, by r9rr. Cacao was an attractive crop because, unlike cotton, it was colnpat-
ible with the continued production of foods and did not require so much labor time.
In the early tlventieth century it brought a new prosperity to many local farmers. "A
hybrid society was taking shape," wrote one scholar,"parrly peasant, in that most lnem-
bers farmed their own land with family labor . . . and partly capitalist, in rhar a minor-
iry employed wage laborers, produced chiefly for the nrarket, and reinvested profits." "

That success brought new problems in its wake. A shortage of labor fostered the
employment of former slaves as dependent and exploited workers and also gener-
ated tensions between the sexes when some men married women for their labor
power but refused to support them adequately. Moreover, the labor shortage brought
a huge influx of migrants from the drier interior parts of West Africa, generaring eth-
nic and class tensions. Furthermore, many colonies canle to specialize in one or two
cash crops, creating an unhealthy dependence when world market prices dropped.
Thus African and Asian farmers were increasingly subject to the uncertain rhythr.ns
of the international marketplace as well as to those of the seasons and the weather.

Economies of Wage Lahor:Workingfor Europeans
I Change
What kinds of wage labor
were available in the
colonies? Why might
peopte take part in it?
How did doing so change
their lives?

Yet another new way of working in colonial societies involved wage labor in sonre
European enterprise. Driven by the need for nroney, by the loss of land adequate ro
support their families, or sometimes by the orders of colonial authorities, millions
of colonial subjects acrossAsia andAfrica sought enrploynrent in European-orvned
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Economic Change in the
Cotonial World
These workers on a Ceylon

tea plantation in the earty

twentieth century are mov-

ing sacks of tea into a dry-

ing house in preparation for

export. The Lipton label on

the bags is a reminder of the
role of large-scale foreign
investment in the economic

transformations of the colo-
nial era. (Hulton-Deutsch

Co llecti o n /Corbis)

plantations, mines, construction projects, and homes.All across Southeast Asia in the

later nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, huge plantations sprouted, which were

financed from Europe and which grew sugarcane, rubber, tea, tobacco, sisal (used

for making rope), and more. Impoverished workers by the hundreds of thousands

came from great distances-lndia, China,Java-finding their way to these planta-

tions, where they were subject to strict control, often housed in barracks, and paid

poorly, with women receiving 5o to 75 percent of a mant wage. Disease was com-
mon, and death rates were twice or nlore that of the colony as a whole. In south-

ernVietnam in t9z7 alone, one in twenry plantation workers died. British colonial

authorities in India facilitated the migration of millions of Indians to work sites else-

where in the British Empire-Tiinidad, Frji, Malaysia, Ceylon, South Africa, Kenya,

and Uganda, for example-with some working as indentured laborers and others

as independent merchants.

In Africa more than in Asia, people migrated to European farms or plantations

because they had lost their own land. In the settler colonies ofAfrica-Algeria, Kenya,

Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), and South Africa, for example-permanent Euro-

pean communities, with the help of colonial governments, obtained huge tracts of
land, much of which had previously been home to African societies. A 19r3 law in

South Africa legally defined 88 percent of the land as belonging to whites, who were

then about 20 percent of the population. Much of highland Kenya, an enormously rich

agricultural region that was home to the Gikuyu and Kamba peoples, was taken
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over by some 4,ooo white farmers. In such places, some Africans stayed on as "squat-

ters," working for the new landowners as the price of remaining on what had been

their own land. Others were displaced to "narive reserves," limited areas that could not
support their growing populations, thus forcing many to work for wages on European

farms. Most notably in South Africa, such reserved areas, known as Bantustans, be-
came gready overcrowded: soil fertility declined, hillsides were cleared, forests shrank,

and erosion scarred the land. This kind of ecological degradation was among the
environmental consequences ofAfrican wage labor on European farms and estates.

Mines were another source of wage labor for many. In the British-ruled Malay
States (Malaysia), tin mining accelerated greatly in the late nineteenth century, and

by r895 that colony produced some jj percent of the worldi tin. Operated initially
by Chinese and later by European entrepreneurs, Malaysian tin mines drew many
millions of impoverished Chinese workers on strictly controlled three-year con-
tracts. Appalling living conditions, disease, and accidents generated extraordinarily
high death rates. The gold and diamond mines of South Africa likewise set in
motion a huge pattern of labor migration that encompassed all ofAfrica south of
the Belgian Congo.With skilled and highly paid work reserved for white miners,
Africans were relegated largely to unskilled labor at a fraction of white wages.

Furthermore, they were recruited on short-term contracts, lived in all-male prison-
like barracks that were often surrounded by barbed wire, and were forced to return
home periodically to prevent them from establishing a permanent family life near

the mines.

The rapidly swelling ciries of the colonial world-Lagos, Nairobi, Cairo, Calcutta,
Rangoon,Batavia, Singapore, Saigon-required no coercion ro attract would-be wage
earners, particularly from the late nineteenth century on. Racially segregated, often
unsanitary and greatly overcrowded, these cities nonetheless were seen as meccas of
opportunity for people all across the social spectrum.Traditional elites, absentee land-
lords, and wealthy Chinese businessmen occupied the top rungs of Southeast Asian
cities.Western-educated people everywhere found opportunities as teachers, doctors,
and professional specialists, but more often as clerks in European business offices and
government bureaucracies. Skilled workers on rhe railways or in the ports repre-
sented a working-class elite, while a few labored in the factories that processed agri-
cultural goods or manufactured basic products such as beer, cigarettes, cement, and
furniture. Far more numerous were the construction workers, rickshaw drivers, food
sellers, domestic servants, prostitutes, and others who made up the urban poor of
colonial cities. In I9jj, a British investigating commission described life in Nairobi,
the capital of Kenya, one of Britain's richest colonies:

The wages of the majoriry ofAfrican workers are too low to enable them to
obtain accommodation which is adequate to any standard.The high cost of hous-
ing relative to wages is in itself a cause of overcrowding, because housing is shared
to lighten the cost.This, with the high cost of food in towns, makes family life
impossible for the majoriry.''

937
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I Change
How were the lives of
African women altered by

coloniaI economies?

Women in Colonial Africa
The movement of many Afri-

can men into wage labor

thrust even more of the
domestic responsibilities

onto women. Here in a pho'
tograph from colonial Kenya

in ry36 a woman carries on

the ancient craft of making
clay pots. (ELspeth Huxlev

collection (Accno: 1995/o/6),

Bristol Museums, Galleries and

Arch ives.)
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Thus, rrfte'r llrorc thalr half rr century of colonial rule, British authorities themselves

rrcknorvleclsecl thrrt rrorural frrnrily life in the colonyt nrajor urban center proved
r>ut of re:rch firr the vast ur:rjority. It rvas quite ar.r adnrission.

Women and the Colonial Economy: An Afriran Case Study

If econonric lifi' in Europcrrn eurpires varied greatly fronr place to place, even

rvithin the smrc cokrnr', it also oflered a different combination of opportunities and

harclships to worlrcn tharr it clid to uren,as the experience of colonialAfrica shows.'3

Irr plecolouirrl tirrrcs, Afi-ican wonrerr rvcre :rhnost everywhere active farnrers, with
resl.ronsibility fbr pl:rnting, rveeding, rrnc'l harvesting in addition to food preparatioll

rurcl chilcl carc. Merr clearec'l the land, built houses, herded the cattle, and in sonre cases

:rssistecl rvith flclcl u'ork.Within this division of labor, wonlen were expected to feed

their r>rvn ltanrilies lncl rvere trsually allocated their owrr fields for that purpose. Many
rrlso s'ere irrvolvecl in local trrrcling activity.Though clearly subordinate to men, Afri-
clllr w()l)lell llcvertheless hlcl a rrreasure of econonric autononry.

As the denrarrcls of tl.re colouial econonry !yew, wonren'.s lives diverged rrrore and

nrorc fhrnr tl'rosc of nrerr. ln cokrnies rvhere cash-crop agriculture was dominant,
rrrcrr oftcn rvithrlrer,v fkrnr subsistence production in favor of more lucrative export
cnrps.Anronr-{ the E,rve people of southern Ghar.ra, rnen alrnost completely dominated

the highly pnrfit:rble cacao fhrrnius, whereas wolnen assunred near total responsi-

bilitv tilr ckrnrcstic firod procltrction. In neighboring Ivory Coast, wolrlen had tradi-
tiorrallv gro\\,r) cott()n f?rr their fiurrilies'clothing; but when that crop acquired a cash

vrrluc, nrcrr insistetl thrt c()tt()n growll for export be produced on their own personal

fields.Thus lnclr :lcted to control dre rrrost profitable aspects of cash-crop agriculture

rrncl irr cloinq so grcatly increasec'l thc'subsistence workload of wonren. One study

fronr Canreroon estimated that wolnen'.s

working hours increased fronr forry-six
per week in precolonial tinres to nrore

th:rn sevenry by t9:+.
Further increasing wotnen's work-

load and differentiating their lives fronr

those of nren was labor migration. As

rnore and nlore nlen sought el.nploy-

nlent in the cities, on settler farms, or in
the nrines. their wives were left to Inan-

age the donrestic econonry alrnost alone.

In nrarry cases, wonlen also had to supply

food to nren in the cities to conrpensate
for very low urban waqes. They often

took over such traditionally nrale tasks as

breakinq the ground for planting, nrilk-
ing the cows, and supervising the herds,

in acldition to their nornral responsibil-

iirtrr;i
].-r
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ities. In South Africa, where the demands of the European economy were particu-
larly heavy, some 40 to jo percent of able-bodied adult men were absent from the
rural areas, and women headed 6o percent of households. In Botswana, which supplied
much male labor to South Africa, married couples by the rg3os rarely lived together
for more than two months at a time. In such situations, the lives and cultures of men
and women increasingly diverged, with one focused on the cities and working for
wages and the other on village life and subsistence agriculture.

'Women coped with these difficult circumstances in a number of ways. Many
sought closer relations with their families of birth rather than with their absent hus-
bands' families, as would otherwise have been expected. Among the Luo of Kenya,
women introduced laborsaving crops, adopted new farm implements, and earned
some money as traders. In the cities, they established a variety of self-help associations,

including those for prostitutes and for brewers of beer.
The colonial economy sometimes provided a nleasure of opportunity for enter-

prising women, particularly in small-scale trade and marketing. In some parts of
West Africa, women came to dominate this sector of the economy by selling food-
stuffs, cloth, and inexpensive imported goods, while nten or foreign firms controlled
the more profitable wholesale and import-export trade. Such opportunities some-
times gave women considerable economic autonomy. By the r93os, for example,
Nupe women in northern Nigeria had gained sufficient wealth as itinerant traders
that they were contributing more to the family income than their husbands and fre-
quently lent money to them. Among sonte lgbo groups in southern Nigeria, men
were responsible for growing the prestigious yams, but women's crops-especially
cassava-came to have a cash value during the colonial era, and women were entitled
to keep the profits from selling it. "What is man? I have my own money" expressed
the growing economic independence of such women.t4

At the other end of the social scale, women of impoverished rural families, by
necessiry often became virtually independent heads of household in the absence of
their husbands. Others took advantage of new opportunities in mission schools, towns,
and mines to flee the restrictions of rural patriarchy. Such challenges to patriarchal
values elicited various responses from men, including increased accusations of witch-
craft against women and fears of impotence.Among the Shona in Southern Rhodesia,
and no doubt elsewhere, seniorAfrican men repeatedly petirioned the colonial author-
ities for laws and regulations that would criminalize adultery and restrict women's
ability to leave their rural villages.ti The control of wor.nen's sexualiry and mobility
was a comnlon interest of European and African men.

Ass es sing C olonial D eu elopment

Beyond the many and varied changes that transformed the working lives of mil- I Change
lions in the colonial world lies the difficult and highly controversial question of the Did coloniat rute bring
overall econontic impact of colonial rule on Asian and African societies. Defenders, "economic progress" in

both then and now, praise it for jump-starting nrodern growth, but numerous crit- its wake?

ics cite a record of exploitation and highlight the limitations and unevenness of that

www.gl
sco

tt.
org



940 PART 5 / rHE EUROPEAN MOMENT rN WORLD HTSTORY, 175A4914

growth.Amid the continuing debates, three things seem reasonably clear. First, colo-
nial rule served, for better or worse, to further the integration ofAsian and African
economies into a global netvvork of exchange, now centered in Europe. In many

places, that process was well under way before conquest imposed foreign rule, and

elsewhere it occurred without formal colonial control. Nonetheless, it is apparent that

within the colonial world far more land and labor were devoted to production for the

global market at the end of the colonial era than at its beginning.
Second, Europeans could hardly avoid conveying to the colonies some elements

of their own modernizing process. It was in their interests to do so, and many felt duty

bound to "improve" the societies they briefly governed. Modern administrative and

bureaucratic structures facilitated colonial control; communication and transportation

infrastructure (railroads, motorways, ports, telegraphs, postal services) moved products

to the world market; schools trained the army of intermediaries on which colonial

rule depended; and modest health care provisions fulfilled some of the "civilizing

mission" to which many Europeans felt committed.These elements of moderniza-

tion made an appearance, however inadequately, during the colonial era.

Third, nowhere in the colonial world did a breakthrough to modern industrial

sociery of Japanese dimensions occur.'When India became independent after two

centuries of colonial rule by the world's first industrial sociery it was still one of the

poorest of the world's developing countries.The British may not have created Indian

poverry but neither did they overcome it to any substantial degree. Scholars continue

to debate rhe reasons for that failure:was it the result of deliberate British policies,

or was it due to the conditions of Indian society? The nationalist movements that

surged acrossAsia andAfrica in the rwentieth century had their own answer.To their

many millions of participants, colonial rule, whatever its earlier promise, had become

an economic dead end, whereas independence represented a grand opening to new

and more hopeful possibilities. Paraphrasing a famous teaching of Jesus, Kwame

Nkrumah, the first prime minister of an independent Ghana, declared,"Seek ye first

the political kingdom, and all these other things [schools, factories, hospitals, for

examplel will be added unto you."

$nagshot Long-Distance Migration in an Age of Empire, t84?r94o'6

The age of empire was also an age of global migration. Beyond the long-distance

migration shown here, shorter migrations within particular regions or colonies set

millions more into motion.

Numbers

55-58 mittion

4a-52 million

46-5r million

Origins

Europe

India, southern China

Northeast Asia, Russia

Destination

Americas

Southeast Asia, Indian
Ocean rim, South Pacific

Manchuria, Siberia,
Central Asia, Japan
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Believing and Belonging: Identify and Cultural
Change in the Colonial Era
The experience of colonial rule-its racism, its exposure to European culture, its

social and economic upheavals-contributed much to cultural change within Asian

and African societies. Coping with these enormous disruptions induced many colo-
nized peoples to alter the ways they thought about themselves and their commu-
nities. Cultural identities, of course, are never static, but the transformations of the
colonial era catalyzed substantial and quite rapid changes in what people believed
and in how they defined the societies to which they belonged.Those transformed
identities continued to echo long after European rule had ended.

Education

For an important minoriry it was the acquisition ofWestern education, obtained
through missionary or government schools, that generated a new identity. To pre-
viously illiterate people, the knowledge of reading and writing of any kind often
suggested an almost magical power. Within the colonial setting, it could mean an

escape from some of the most onerous obligations of living under European con-
trol, such as forced labor. More positively, it meant access to better-paying posirions in
government bureaucracies, mission organizations, or business firms and to the excit-
ing imported goods that their salaries could buy. Moreover, education often provided
social mobiliry and elite status within their own communities and an opportuniry
to achieve, or at least approach, equaliry with whites in racially defined societies.An
African man from colonial Kenya described an encounter he had as a boy in 1938

with a relative who was a teacher in a mission school:

Aged about 25, he seems to me like a young god with his smart clothes and shoes,

his watch, and a beautiful bicycle. I worshipped in particular his bicycle that day

and decided that I must somehow get myself one.As he talked with us, it seemed

to me that the secret of his riches came from his education, his knowledge of
reading and writing, and that it was essential for rne to obtain this power.'7

Many such people ardently embraced European culture, dressing in European
clothes, speaking French or English, building European-sryle houses, gerting married
in long white dresses, and otherwise emulating European ways (see Document 20. r,
pp. 95o-jI).Some of the earlyWestern-educated Bengalis from northeastern India
boasted about dreaming in English and deliberately ate beef, to the consternation of
their elders. In a well-known poem entitled "A Prayer for Peace," L6opold Senghor,
a highly educated West African writer and political leader, enumerared the many
crimes of colonialism and yet confessed, "I have a great weakness for France."Asian
and African colonial societies now had a new cultural divide: berlveen the small
number who had mastered to varying degrees the ways of their rulers and the vast

majoriry who had not. Literate Christians in the East African kingdom of Buganda
referred with contempt to their "pagan" neighbors as "they who do not read."

I Change
What impact did Western
education have on
colonial societies?
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The Educated Elite
Throughout the Afro-Asian

world ofthe nineteenth cen-

tury, the European presence

generated a small group of
people who enthusiastically
embraced the culture and

lifestyle of Europe. Here King

Chulalongkorn of Siam poses

with the crown prince and

other young students, all of

them garbed impeccably in

European clothing. (llulron

Deutsch Collection/Corbis)

Many anrone the'Westcrrr-ccltrcatecl clitc saw thernselves rrs a nxrclcrrrizirrrr v:ut-
quard, leadirlll thc regenerltion of tlrcir societies in association with colonial author-
ities. For thern, at lcrst initi:rlly, thc cokrrrial enterprise was full of pronrise firr:r better

Iuture. The Vietnanresc tcrcher arrcl nrtionalist Nguyen Thai Hoc, whilc lwliting
cxecution in r93o by thc Frerrch for his rcvolutionary activitics,wrotc about his earlier

hopcs:"At the bcsinninq, I lrrcl thouqht to cooperate with the Frcnclr irr Inrlochina

in orcler to servc- nry corll-xrtri()ts, nly courltry, and lny pcople, prrrtictrlrrrly irr thc

areas of cultural anc-l econorrric clcvekrpuretrt."'n Senqhor too wr()te rvistftrlly lbotrt
an earlier tinre rvhen "',vc cor.tlcl hlve lived in harrnony [with Europclnsl."

In nineteerltl-r-century lnclil, Western-eclucated people orqanizcc'l l variety of
refornr societies, rvhich souqht u rencwccl Indian cultr"rre that was frce of idolatry,

child marriages, c:rste,:rrrcl tliscrirrrinatioll agrinst wonren, while' drawinrl irrspiratiott

liont the classic texts of Hincluisrrr. For:r tiure. sonre of these Indian reftrrrtrers saw

thenrselves lvorkinq irr t:rrrtlcrrr r,vith []ritish colonial authorities. ()nc of thenr,

Keshub Chuncler Sen (rtt-jll-rllll4), spoke to his fellow Inc'lians it r,\77:"Ytrtt rre
b<>uncl to be loyal to thc llritish sovcrnrnent that canrc to your rcscuc, as (loc'l's

rnrbassador,wl-ren your coulltry w:ls sunk in iqnorancc and strperstitiotr....lrrdia in
her present fallen conclitiorr secrns destinccl to sit at the feet of Englurtl f?rr ttlttry
long vears, to lcarn westcn) rrt arrtl scierrce."'e (See l)ocunrent 20.2, pp.9-sr-j3, for

artother such vierv.)
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Such fond hopes for the modernization ofAsian and African societies within a

colonial framework would be bitterly disappointed. Europeans generally declined
to treat theirAsian andAfrican subjects-even those with aWestern education-
as equal partners in the enterprise of renewal. The frequent denigration of their
cultures as primitive, backward, uncivilized, or savage certainly rankled, particularly
among the well-educated. "My people ofAfrica," wrote the'West African intellectual

James Aggrey in the r92os, "we were created in the image of God, but men have

made us think that we are chickers, and we still think we are; but we are eagles. Stretch
forth your wings and fly."'" In the long run, the educated classes in colonial societies

everywhere found European rule far more of an obstacle to their countries'develop-
ment than a means of achieving it.Turning decisively against a now-despised foreign
imperialism, they led the many struggles for independence that came to fruition in
the second half of the rwentieth century.

943

Religion

Religion too provided the basis for new or transformed identities during the colonial I Change
era. Most dramatic were those places where widespread conversion to Christianity What were the attractions

took place, such as New Zealand, the Pacific islands, and especially non-Muslim of Christianitywithin

Africa. Some ro,ooo missionaries had descended onAfrica by rgro; by the r96os, somecolonialsocieties?

about 5o million Africans, roughly half
of the non-Muslim population, claimed
a Christian identity.The atrraccions ofthe
new faith were many.As in theAmericas
centuries earlier, military defeat shook
confidence in the old gods and local
practices, fostering openness to new
sources ofsupernatural power that could
operate in the wider world now im-
pinging on their societies. Furthermore,
Christianiry was widely associated with
modern education, and, especially in
Africa, mission schools were the pri-
mary providers of 'Western education.
The young, the poor, and many
women-all of them oppressed groups
in many African societies-found new
opportunities and greater fieedom in
some association with missions. More-
over, the spread of the Christian message

was less the work of European mission-
aries than of those many,thousands of
African teachers, catechists, and pastors

who brought the new faith to remote

The Missionary Factor
Among the major change agents of the colonial era were the thousands of Christian
missionaries who brought not only a new religion but also elements of European
medicine, education, gender roles, and culture. Here is an assembly at a mission
school for girls in New Guinea in the early twentieth century. (Rue des Archives/The

Granger Collection, New York)
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Hinduism in the West
The cultural interactions ofthe cotonial era brought Asian

traditions such as Hinduism to the attention of small groups

in Europe and the United States. The visit of India's Swami

Vivekananda to the First World Parliament of Religions in

Chicago in 1893 was part ofthat process, illustrated here by

a famous poster that circulated at that event. (Goes

Lithographing Company, Delavan, Wisconsin, USA)

944 PART 5 / rxe eunopEAN MoMENT rN woRrD HrsroRy, 1.75o-tgt4

I Change
How and why did
Hinduism emerge as a

distinct religious tradition
during the colonial era in

lndia?

villages as well as the locd corrmunities that begged for a teacher and supplied the

labor and materids to build a small church or school.

As elsewhere, Chriscianity in Africa soon became Africanized.Within mission-

based churches, many converts continued using protective charms and medicines

and consulting local medicine men, all of which caused their missionary mentors

to speak frequendy of "backsliding." Other converts continued to believe in their
old gods and spiris but now deemed them evil and sought theL destruction. Further-
more, thousands of separatist movements established a wide array of independent

churches, which were thoroughly Christian but under African rather than mission-

ary control and which in many cases incorporated African cultural practices and

modes of worship. It was a Nventieth-century "African Reformation."
In India, where Christianity made only very modest inroads, leading intellectuals

and reformers began to define their region's endlessly varied belie6, practices, sects,

rituals, and schools of philosophy as a more distinct, uni-
fied, and separate religion that we now know as Hinduism.
It was in part an effort to provide for India a religion
wholly equivalent to Christianity, "an accessible tradition
and a feeling of historicd worth when faced with the

humiliation of colonial rule."" To Swami Vivekananda
(1863-19oz), one of nineteenth-century India's most

influenrial religious figures, a revived Hinduism, shorn of
its distortions, offered a means of uplifting the country's

village communities,which were the heart of Indian civ-
ilization. Moreover, it could offer spiritual support to a

Western world mired in materialism and militarism, a

message that he took to the First World Parliament of
Religions held in r893 in Chicago. Here was India speak-

ing back to Europe:

Let the foreignen come and food the land with
their armies, never mind. Up, India and conquer the

world with your spiritudity.... The whole of the
'Western world is a volcano which may burst tomor-
row, go to pieces tomorrow.... Now is the time to
work so that India's spiritual ideas may penetrate

deep into the West."

This new notion of Hinduism provided a cultural
foundation for emerging ideas of India as a nation, but it
also contributed to a clearer sense ofMuslims as a distinct
comrnunity in India. Before the British takeover, litde

sense of commonality united the many diverse communi-

ties who practiced Islam-urban and rural dwellers; no-
mads and farmers: artisans. merchants, and state ofticials.
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But the British had created separate inheritance laws for all Muslims and others for
all Hindus; in their census taking, they counted the numbers of people within these

now sharply distinguished groups; and they allotted seats in local councils accord-
ing to these artificial categories.As some anti-British patriots began to cast India in
Hindu terms, the idea of Muslims as a separate communiry which was perhaps

threatened by the much larger number of Hindus, began to make sense to some

who practiced Islam. In the early twentieth century a young Hindu Bengali school-
boy noticed that "our Muslim school-fellows were beginning to air the fact of their
being Muslims rather more consciously than before and with a touch of assertive-
ness."'3 Here were the beginnings of what became in the twentieth century a pro-
found religious and political division within the South Asian peninsula.

945

"Race" and "Tiibe"
InAfrica as well,intellectuals and ordinary people alike forged new ways ofbelong-
ing as they confronted the upheavals of colonial life. Central to these new identities
were notions of race and ethnicity. By the end of the nineteenth century, a num-
ber ofAfrican thinkers, familiar withWestern culture, began to define the idea of an

"African identity." Previously, few if any people on rhe continent had regarded them-
selves as Africans. Rather they were members of particular local communities, usu-
ally defined by language; some were also Muslims; and still others inhabited some state

or empire. Now, however, influenced by the common experience of colonial oppres-
sion and by a highly derogatory European racism, well-educated Africans began to
think in broader terms, similar to Indian reformers who were developing the notion
of Hinduism. It was an effort to revive the cultural self-confidence of their people
by articulating a larger, corrunon, and respected "African tradition," equivalent to that
of'Western culture.

This effort took various shapes. One line of argument held that African culture
and history in fact possessed the very characteristics that Europeans exalted. Know-
ing that Europeans valued large empires and complex political systems,African intel-
lectuals pointed with pride to the ancient kingdoms of Ethiopia, Mali, Songhay, and
others. C. A. Diop, a French-educated scholar from Senegal, insisted that Egyptian
civilization was in fact the work of black Africans. Reversing European assumptions,
Diop argued that'Western civilization owed much to Egyptian influence and was

therefore derived from Africa. Black people, in short, had a history of achievement
fully comparable to that of Europe and therefore deserved just as much respecr and
admiration.

An alternative approach to defining an African identiry lay in praising the dif-
ferences between African and European cultures.The most influential proponent of
such views was Edward Blyden Q83z-r9rz),aWestAfrican born in theWest Indies
and educated in the United States who later became a prominent scholar and polit-
ical official in Liberia. Blyden accepted rhe assumption thar the world's various
races were different but argued that each had its own distinctive contribution to

I Change
In what way were "race"
and "tribe" new identities
in cotoniat Africa?
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make to world civilization.The uniqueness ofAfrican culture, Blyden wrote, lay in
its communal, cooperative, and egalitarian societies, which contrasted sharply with
Europe's highly individualistic, competitive, and class-ridden societies; in its harmo-
nious relationship with nature as opposed to Europe's efforts to dominate and ex-
ploit the natural order; and particularly in its profound religious sensibiliry which
Europeans had lost in centuries of attention to material gain. LikeVivekananda in
India, Blyden argued that Africa had a global mission "to be the spiritual conserva-

tory of the world.""a
In the twentieth century, such ideas resonated with a broader public. Hundreds

of thousands ofAfricans took part in World War I, during which they encountered

other Africans as well as Europeans. Some were able to travel widely. Contact with
American black leaders such as Booker T. Washington, W. E. B. DuBois, Marcus

Garvey, and variousWest Indian intellectuals further stimulated among a few a sense

of belonging to an even larger pan-African world. Such notions underlay the grow-
ing nationalist movements that contested colonial rule as the twentieth century
unfolded.

For the vast majoriry however, the most important new sense of belonging that

evolved from the colonial experience was not the notion of"Africa"; rather, it was

the idea of "tribe" or, in the language of contemporary scholars, that of ethnic iden-
tity. African peoples, of course, had long recognized differences among themselves

based on language, kinship, clan, village, or state, but these were seldom sharp or clear\
defined. Boundaries fluctuated and were hazy; local communities often incorpo-
rated a variety of culrurally different peoples.The idea of an Africa sharply divided into
separate and distinct "tribes" was in fact a European notion that facilitated colonial
administration and reflected Europeans' belief in African primitiveness. When the

British, for example, began to govern the peoples living along the northern side of
Lake Tanganyika, in present-dayTanzania, they found a series of communities that

were similar to one another in language and customs but that governed themselves

separately and certainly had not regarded themselves as a tribe. It was British attempts

to rule them as a single people, first through a "paramount chief" and later through
a council of chiefs and elders, that resulted in their being called, collectively, the

Nyakyusa.A tribe had been born. By requiring people to identify their tribe on appli-

cations for jobs, schools, and identity cards, colonial governments spread the idea of
tribe widely within their colonies.

New ethnic identities were not simply imposed by Europeans;Africans increas-

ingly found ethnic or tribal labels useful.This was especially true in rapidly growing

urban areas. Surrounded by a bewildering variery of people and in a setting where

competition for jobs, housing, and education was very intense, migrants to the city

found it helpful to categorize themselves and others in larger ethnic terms.Thus, in
many colonial cities, people who spoke similar languages, shared a common culture,

or canle from the same general part of the country began to think of themselves as

a single people-a new tribe.They organized a rich variery of ethnic or tribal asso-

ciations to provide mutual assistance while in the cities and to send money back
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home to build schools or clinics. Migrant workers, far from home and concerned
to protect their rights to land and to their wives and families, found a sense of secu-

rity in being part of a recognized tribe, with its chiefs, courts, and established

authority.

The Igbo people of southeastern Nigeria represent a case in point. Prior to the
twentieth century, they were organized in a series of independently governed village
groups.Although they spoke related languages, they had no uni$'ing political system

and no myth of common ancestry. Occupying a region of unusually dense popula-
tion, many of these people eagerly seized on Western education and moved in large

numbers to the cities and towns of colonial Nigeria.There they gradually discovered
what they had in common and how they differed from the other peoples of Nigeria.
By the r94os, they were organizing on a national level and calling on Igbos every-
where to "sink all differences" in order to achieve "tribal uniry cooperation, and prog-
ress of all the Igbos." Fifry years earlier, however, no one had regarded himself or
herself as an lgbo. One historian sumrned up the process of creatingAfrican ethnic
identities in this way: "Europeans believed Africans belonged to tribes;Africans built
tribes to belong to."'s
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+=# Reflections: Who Makes Historv?
'Winners may write history, but they do not make history, at least not alone. Dom-
inant groups everywhere-slave owners, upper classes, men generally, and certainly
colonial rulers-have found their actions constrained and their choices limited by
the sheer presence of subordinated people and the abiliry of those people to acr.

Europeans who sought to make their countries self-sufficient in cotton by requir-
ing colonized Africans to grow it generally found themselves unable to achieve that
goal. Missionaries who tried to impose their own understanding of Christianiry in
the colonies found their converts often unwilling to accepr missionary authoriry or
the cultural framework in which the new religion was presented. In the rwentieth
century, colonial rulers all across Asia and Africa found that their most highly edu-
cated subjects became the leaders of those movements seeking to end colonial rule.
Clearly this was not what they had intended.

In recent decades, historians have been at pains to uncover the ways in which
subordinated people-slaves, workers, peasants, women, the colonized-have been
able to act in their own interests, even within the most oppressive conditions.This
kind of "history from below" found expression in a famous book about American
slavery that was subtitled The World the Slaves Made. Historians of women's lives
have sought to show women not only as victims of patriarchy but also as historical
actors in their own right. Likewise, colonized people in any number of ways actively
shaped the history of the colonial era. On occasion, they resisted and rebelled; in
various times and places, they embraced, rejected, and transformed a transplanted
Christianity; many eagerly sought'Western education but later turned it against the
colonizers; women both suffered from and creatively coped with the difficulties of
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colonial life; and everywhere people created new ways of belonging. None of this

diminishes the hardships, the enormous inequalities ofpower, or the exploitation and

oppression of the colonial experience. Rather it suggests that history is often made

through the struggle ofunequal groups and that the outcome corresponds to no one's

intentions.
Perhaps we might let Karl Marx have the last word on this endlessly fascinating

topic: "Men make their own history," he wrote, "but they do not make it as they
please nor under conditions of their own choosing." In the colonial experience of the

nineteenth and early wventieth centuries, both the colonizers and the colonized "made

history" but neither was able to do so as they pleased.

To assess your mastery of the

material in this chapter, visit
the Student Center at

bedfordstmartins.com,/strayer

For Web sites and additional

documents related to this

chapter, see Make History at

bed fordstma rtin s.co m /straye r

What's the Significance?

scramble for Africa

Indian Rebellion, 1857-1858

Congo Free State/Leopotd ll

cultivation system

$..ond fhoughtu

cash-crop agriculture European racism

Western-educated elite Edward Blyden

AfricanizationofChristianitv cotonialtribatism

Swami Vivekananda

Big Picture Questions

r. Why were Asian and African societies incorporated into European colonial empires later

than those of the Americas? How would you compare their colonial experiences?

z. In what ways did colonial rule rest upon violence and coercion, and in what ways did it

elicit voluntary cooperation or generate benefits for some peopte?

3. In what respects were colonized people more than victims of cotonial conquest and rule?

To what extent could they act in their own interests within the coloniaI situation?

4. Was colonial rule a transforming, even a revolutionary, experience, or did it serve to freeze

or preserve existing sociat and economic patterns? What evidence can you find to support

both sides of this argument?

Next Steps: For Further Study

A. Adu Boahen, African Perspectives on Colonialism GgBZ). An examination of the colonial

experience by a prominent African scholar.

Atice Conklin and lan Fletcher, European Imperialism, B3o-193o GSSS).A collection of both

classical reflections on empire and examples of modern scholarship.

Scott B. Cook, Colonial Encounters in the Age of High lmperialism Ggg6). Seven case studies of

the late-nineteenth-century colonial experience.

Adam Hochsch ild, King Leopold's Ghost (t999). A journatist's evocative account of the honors of

early colonial rule in the Congo.
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Douglas Peers, lndia under Colonial Rule (zoo6). A concise and up-to-date exploration of colonial

lndia.

Bonnie Smith, ed., lmperialism (zooo). A fine collection of documents, pictures, and commentary

on nineteenth- and twentieth-century empires.

Margaret Strob eI, Gender, Sex, and Empire !ggt). A brief account of recent historical thinking

about colonial life and gender.

"History of lmperialism," http://members.aol.com/TeacherNet/World.html. A Web site with dozens

of links to documents, essays, maps, cartoons, and pictures dealing with modern empires.
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