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bv tishing. Krrorvn to schol,rr, .r,ffi-
nstear'l of requiring the clrth

to producc rvhrt thcy \t"ttcd. tlr$ took-or pcrhrps botrurved-rvhat rrature had

to otfer.ru
Histow counes and histon book oltcrr ne$cct this kxrg ph;rsc of thc hrntun

jotrrnn- and instead choosc ro b't'grn the story sith the conring of .rgiculrurt .tbout

r:.ooo !,cani rllo or with rhc .rdvcnt ofcivilizations about 5.ooo .von ago. Sotttc lris-

torians idenrit-v "rtrl history" wirh sriting and so disruiss thc l';rlcolithic era rs lugcly

urrkuowable bccausc is pcople did not rritc. ()theni, imprciscd rvith thc npid pacc

ofchange in hrrrrun alfirin siltcc thc conring oflgricttlture. assuttrc that nothittg ntuch

ofreal sigrificance happcned irr the Paleolithic cra-and no clurrlp trreatrt no history

But docs ir nuke settsc to ignore the tint:oo,ooo )ear:i ()r rtrorc oihutnatr cripc'-

ry Archeologists. biok)gist\. botrtris$.

.lernographcn. linguiits. .rnd ,rrtthropologistr hlvc corttribrttcrl utur'h to our gnrs itrg

undcntanding oflpthcring and hunting pcople;. Furthcrnrorc. the achicvclrrcnts of
Palcolithic peoples-thc irritiirl scttlcment oithc planet, the cn'ation oithc cilrlicst

lrunran societies. the bcginning of reflecrion ot) thc lircrt quesaions of lif'c ilnd

dclth-descrvc our attcnrion. Thc chrnges thcr rvrought, though tir slos'cr than

those ofnrort' rcccrrt tinrcs. \ rR' c\tmon-linaril-v rLrpid irt cr.rttprrison ro rhc trlrtsfbr-
r[tion cxpericnccd by ln;- othcr spet'ics.Thosc chrngcs wcrc llnrost entirely cultural

or learned, nther thln the pruduct of biological evolution, ud the-"1 provided thc

tbundation on rvhich dl subscqucnt hunrirn history \\"s consrructed. Our 13nsp ofthe
hurrun pirst is incornplcte-rnrssiu:ly so-if rve ch<xrsc ro disn'g.rnl rhc I';rleolithic cra.

Out ofAfrica to the Ends of
the Earth: First Migrations
Thc tirit ljo.ooo yeilrs or ororc ofhunuu cxpcricnce sas an cxclusively Aliiciur
sror).

sffiTinre and clirnlte havc crased nruch of thc rc'cord of thcre crrly
people, and Aliica has rvitncsscd nuch less archcological rcscarch rhan harc othcr
parts of thc rvorld. espcciallv Europe. Nonetheltss, sclrohrs havc turncd up cvi-
dcrrce ofdistinctly human bch.rvior in Afiic;r long betbrc' its ;rppelrlncc tlscrvhcre.

Aiiica. ahnost certainlli uir thc placc where the "hutrun rcvolutiort" occurred,

s hcre "culturc." detincd as lclrrrcd or itrvcnted savs oflivitrg. becatrrc tttorc intpor-
nrrr than biololry irt shaping bchavior.

What kinds ofuniqucly hurn:rn activiry shos up in the carll Aliican record?' ln
rhe tirst place. hunran being; belprr to inhabit ncs envinrnmcnts s'ithin Aliica-
fbrcsts and dcsens-*herc rro hominicls had livcd bctirrc. Accorrrpanling these

rrrovenrents ofpco;rlc uere tcclruologicll innovrtiorrr ofrlrious kintls: rtonc bl.rdes
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$napshot The Long Road to the Globat Presence of Humanklnd

Years Ago

7 mitlion to 6 million

2.5 million

1.9 nillion to 2oo,ooo

25O,OOO

roo,000-60,ooo

7O,qX)

(all dates approximate)

Eadi€st bipedal honlnk s
(tr lking upridtt on two lets)

Hono habllb (eetllest use of stone toots)

Homo e'tr,caus lfrtst controll€d use of fire
tnd first iominld migrations out of Afiica)

Earliest lromo iapiens in Africa

EednnlnF of human migration out of Aftica

Human entry into eastern Atia

Human entry into Auslralia (first use of 60,000-40,000
boats)

Human entry into Europe 45,oq)

Ertinction ot larte mammals in Australia 3o,ooo

Human €ntry into the Americas 3o,ooo-r5,ooo

Cave art in Europe 25,ooo

Ertinctionoflleanderthals 25,ooo

End of last lce Age (tlobal warming) 16,000-10,000

EarticSt agricultural revolutions t2,ooo-1o,ooo

Ertinction of larg€ mammals in ]{orth li,ooo
Amedca

Austroneslan mlgntion to Pacific islands 3,5oo-r,ooo
and liadagascar

Human cntry into t{€ry Zealand 0ast maior 1,ooo
region to reclhrc human scttlcr)

ud pointr fistcned to shrlis replaccd the earlicr hand .rxes: rools madc lionr boues

appeared, and so did grindstones. Evidcncc of hunting and tishing, not just drc
sclvcnging ofdcad rninuls, nrrrks a new phasc in hr,unrn fbod collcctiou. Scttleurcnts

sere planncd anrund the scasotral nlovcnlcnt oiganrc and firh. Plncrns oiexclurrgc
over a distancc oflhuost .:oo uriles indicate Lrrgcr neru'r.rrk oihunrarr corlluunicJ-
tion.The usc' ofbody onr.nrcnts, beads, and pigrucnts such as ochcr ir,; s'cll s p<rssiblc

planned burials su14;est rhc krnd ofsocial and svnrbolic bchavior rhat has ch.rr.rcrcr-
iztd hunran activitl cver sincc. All of this occurreti bctbre loo.ooo vears lgo ilrrd,

bascd on currcnt evidcncc, krng befbrr such activin surilccd elses'here irr the rvorld.



Lr Lt Th€ GbbalDirpr]slon of
Nun ntird
With oritins in Afdca perhaps 25o.ooo
yea6 ago. member' of our Species
(ltono saprbri) hav€ migrated to
evelv erwironmental niche on the
planet over the past roo,ooo years.
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trr+dffi(secM.rpr.r)'|ttoccttpvingtlrcplattcr.ttl(.l|lbers()four
spc'cies accorDplishcd thc llrnrrirttr*rd{*E tallt'llfffr' J- -- i I

Fur-
(hernrore, rnuclr of rhis lorrg jortrrtcy occurrcd duritrg the difticLrlt clitrratic c<lrtdi-

ri.rl..,f dre lFpFlW. rvhen thick icc shccrs

coven'rl nuch of rrorthcrn Eur.lir rnd North Anrcricr.EEhEryLllk{Fqrj
ounvard-bouud hurrran lreirr{s .rre ldrantagc, hou cr cr:.iffil*fri8

I Change
What vras the sequence

of human migration
across the planet?

The [ascaux caves

Dr5coveied by ioir te€n3ge

iiois r, r9r.o. ltr Ln5car)(
(.r;e5 n 50ulhern fritrice
caila. 50me ?,ooo mages,

dat,ig 1o 3erhap5 r/.ooo
/ears rgo. Many ol ihem

deprct n quite realtstrc lorm

the w ld an nrals of the

reg o- 9xer. l)LrLls. hor9e9,

bit. ;_c a.as l'.' -:o.l

Itrto Eurasia

l{urniln rnilinti(tr otrt oiAiiic.t le.l first t,r rhc Mir'lcilc East .rttr'l tirrtrr thrrt lvest-

t.rrd irrto Europ.'about .li.ooo vclrs ago .uttl clstslrcl itrto As . Atttong the nrosr

c.rrcfilh rescarched lrcl. oi errlr hulut) ',cttlcnlctlr in Eurari.t irt tho\c in \outll-

cnr Fmncc ald rrorthcnl Spain. (irliler lcr Agc clirtt.rtcr lrotltld :o.ooo vc.trs:r!{o

rpp.rrc'rrd,v pushccl Ittorc trortherh Eunlpc.rtt pctrplcr south\\-.lrd into s.trtttcr

rcgiorrs.Thcre rhcr' .rlttrc.l tlrctr hrttrtttrg h.rbitr, tircurilrg on rcitt<lc.'r .ln.l horrt's. attti

Llt'r'elopcd ncr'rcchnologics rrtch l', spctr drn^r-err artrl P!'rluP\ thr b()\\ .rtrtl .trr.*
.rr s'cll .rs ttunv tliffcrcrtt kirtrls oi rttrrtc ttxrl',.r Mosr retttlrk.r[.lr'. thcr' .rlro leti.r

record of rlrcir sorld irr hurtdrctl'i of c'rvc p'rintinS's' dcpicting rettltlccr' bullr' holies'

.urd other lninrals. brilli.rndl ptlrtrlvctl ttt colors oi rtd. r'ellorr. brorttr. lntl bl.rck.

lrn.rgcs of lrulrr.ur bcirrgp. inrprcssions of httttratr hands. .ttttl vlrious lbstr.lct tlcrilprs.

pcrlups ltr carly tirrtl oiuritittg. olien :tccotttpanied thc c,lc luittrirrS.
Sclrol.rrs lr.rc cleblted entllc',slv slut ittrir:hrs rhert rctlurk.tblc ilruqcr tttight

pnrvitlc into rhc rtrctttll sorlcl ot-lhlcolithic Ettnrpc.tttr.r Wcrc thel crlttrplcs of
W'W'w
*Fl)i(l tlrcv rcfrc\crrr .r ti)rttr ()t-

"hurrtirrg nt.tgic" itttcndecl to crth'urcc

(h( \ue(c\\ rrl rhcrc c.rrlv huttrert?

lJccausc rr:utt rlf tlrt' painritt5n sere

kxltcrl clccp rvitlritt eltvcs. \\'crc thev

ltcrh.lps pxrt oi religiotts or ritrt.tl prlc
ticts ()r rirc\ ot- p:rsr.rge? Wt'n' thcv

dcsigncrl <r Pass ot) intbrnl.rtiolr to

fururc gctrcr.rriotrs? ()r did thev r)'nlbol-

izc. irs sorltt rcccnt schohrs cotltcucl. J

cotlc.l rcprcscncttiotr of .r l)llcolithic
rrorldvics rlividctl into ttr. e lrtr.l tlttr.tle
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rcalrrrs. lrrth opposcrl to lnd balancirrg cach othcr? Wt' sirrrply do nor krxrs.
Nonethclcss, thcse inra{es cxcitc olrr irrralairati(nl \till. lo,ooo ycan or nrorc aficr thel
sen' cnatcd. Irr tlrcur uc scrrsc I kirrship u ith thc hurnlniN oiour distant .rrrccston.

Flrtlrrr e.rst, arclrtologistr hlvc urrcovercd srill r.rrhcr rcrrr.rrkablc l)llcolithic .rd.rp-
trtior\ to lcc Agc (otrditiorrs. Acrors the vart pl.rins oi( icrrtrll Eunrpc. Ukrairrc. .rrrd

Rus.'il. nerv trchl()l()gie\ erncrgcd. inclrrding horrc rrccdlt's. rnultilavered clothing.
\\r.rviDg. Dct\. \r()rigc pirs. b.rskers. .rrrd ptxtcrv l).rrtilllr. urrrlcrqnrund drrellirrs.i cr)rr-
structcd tiull rhc b()lc\.rnd tusks of rn.rrrrntrthr c()nlpcn\.ltrd lilr rhc abrcncc oi
c.rstr arrcl nrck rhchers. All ol'tlris suir{esrr th.lt \()ntc oirhcse pcoplc hld livcd irr
rnorc pcrnr:llcnt \et(lclucnt\.:rt least tcrtrpor.rrilr. lturrtlotring tllcir nolnadie J()ur-
nevs. Assrriatcd l'ith thc\e EJrrcrtr Eunrpc.rrr pcoplrr rrcrc uurncnrus flrrulc figur-
incr, the carliest of *hich rvas uncoverc'd in :oot{ irr (lcrrrnnt, :rrrd dJtcd to .lt lc.lsr

-t-s.ooo tcJrs .rso. (lan er,l fiorrr ltone. Jntlcrs. rrilnrnroth tu\k\. or. ()ccJsionallr,. b.rked
clal; thesc so-c.rlled Venus fiuurines dcpier thc ti'rrulc lirrrrr. otten s ith exellqcrlrcd
brc.rsts, buttocks. hips. arrd stornachs (sec irn.ruc, p. f,:). I hcv werc not linritcd to J

singlc rcgion trut h.rvc becrr firund all acnxs Eunrlrc. tiorn Spairr to l{urri.r. sugucsr-
irrrt l rrctNork oi hurnan cornntunicatiorr .rnd eulnrrrl tlitlirsion or.er a s idc lrcl.

Into Australia

E.rrlv hunru rnigrltion to AustraliJ. currerrth. dJtcd t() Jroulrd ()o.ooo \€Jr5 .rgo, c.!tr)c
litrrrr lrr,,lorrcri.r .urtl irrvolvctl Jn()ther fiFit in hurnlrr .rfliin-thc usc of bo.rtr. ()r.er
tirne. ltoplc \cttlcd irr nl()\t regions of rlrir huge corrtirrerrr. though quite splnch..
Schohn esturratc rhc popr,rl;rtiorr oiAustralil :rt .lbout .loo,ooo pcoplc in rTllli. rvhen
thc finr Eunrpcrns arrived. Qr.cr tens oitlr<xrs.rnd,, of vc.rn, droe pcople had dcrcl-
oped pcrhlpri :5o la[gutgcs: collcctcd a s itlc r.arietr' oibul[rs. tubt'rr, r<xrts, sceds. .urd
ccreal qrJsscs; ard lrurrtcd l.rrge and srrrall arrirruls. ur rvcll u birds, fish, and othcr
nlarinc liti.. A rclativcll sirrrplc tcchnolour: .rppnrpriltc k) .r rarhcrinll and huntirrg
cconorrru sustairrcd Ausrnlia's Aborigirul pcrrple irrtrr rnotlerrr tirrres. Whcn outsidcrr
arrircd irr rhc latc cighrcenrh centun. all oi rhc eontirrerrt's peoplc still practiccd that
ancicnt uav oiliti'. dcspite the pre\errce of.rgricultrrrc irr rrc.rrl.w Ncs (iuinea.

Aceorrrp.rrrving their tcclulrlcxical sirrrplicin and rrurlitiorralisrrr $ls the ds!clop-
n)cnt ('l-ltl clab()rirtc ir)ri c()trrplcr outlook orr thc \\orld. kDowu J,i thc I)re.rtrrtituc.
Exprcssctl in endlcrs stories. in exrcnded ccrcrlrolio. .rrrd irr rhc cr.ocative nrck lrt
oithc c()ntirrcnt \ pcoples. thc I)reanrtinre rccounrcd thc lrcuinnirrg ofrhirrgst lrorv
anccrtrll beings criscrossetl the hnd. crclrirrg its rir.crs. hillr. rocks.lrrd s.artrholcs:
horr vlriour pcoples e.rrrrc to inh.rbit tlrc l.rrrrl:lnd lrorr tlrcv relitsd to lninulr and
to onc Jnorhcr. lrr this vies oithe *orltl. crcnthirrg irr rhr, rrtrurll order \\.it\ J
vibrilri()n..ln cch()..t fi)()tprilt of these' lrrcicrrr happttringr. u,hich link rht, currr,rrt
inhabitants rntitrr.rtclv to p.rrticular placcs lntl to ril)clcs\ cr.crrrs in rhc past. (Scc
l)ocrrrncnt r.r. pp. tq.+r, arrd Visual Sorrrct's: Thc Aboriginal l{ock l).rintirrg of
Au*nlir, pp. -1:-.17.)

Thejountcvs ofthe | )n'lrrrtiltre ls arrccstr.rl trei15'r, rtfitct in I gencnl rvat, thc
netrrrrrks ol_ rrrirlr.rti(nr. cornrnunicJtiol. .rrr,,l cselr.rrLtc th.rt lirrkcrl rhc colrtirrcrrt\
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:rninlals quickly bcc;unc cxtinct. especiallv lrrge tlightlcss birds. Thc destructiotr

ofthe forcsts of ttlpa Nui (Eastcr Island) bers'cen the fifieenth and scventccrlth

ccrrturies (:.E. brought t-anrirrc. violent conflict. itnd a sharp population dccline rcr

this snrall island socicry rvhilc the abserrce of largc trces cnsured thet no onc

could lcavc' the ist,rnd. for thcv could no longcr build thc c.rnoes that had brought

therrr thcre."

The'Ways'We Were
| )uring their longj()urneyt acruss the earth. Paleolithic people creatcd I nrultitudc

ofseparatc and distitrct socictics, each rvith its orvn history. culturc, language' iden-

tiry storics. and ritulls. but thc limiutions of a gpthering and hunting technokrg'

usirrg stonc rools ilrrposcd sortrc comtnonllitics on thesc:rDcient pcoPlt:- lltrscd ()rr

thc archeological rcconl and on the examplc of gathering and huntirtg socicticr

thlr still cxisted in Irtodern tintcs. scholars hlve skctchcd out sonte ol lhe conutttltt

ti,,rtures of tlrtsc clrlv societicr.

The First Human Sociaies

I Change
In what ways did a

gathering and hunting

economy shape other
aspects of Paleolithic
societies?

-F 

;rnd grew slowly to Soo,ooo by -1o,ooo year! lg() :rnd thcll 
'o

r, nrillion byilooo yc'ars ago.') Paleolithic bands were seasotrally tuobile or nonudic'

nroving liequently and in rcgular Paatcrlrs to cxploit thc rcsources of rvild plants

and lrrirrrals on which they dcpended.Thc low pruluctiviw ofa gthcring and hurrt-

irrg econorny nornrally did not allorv the productiott ofuruch surplus' atrd bec'ruse

pcoplc eere on thc nlove so oftctr' transporting an accutnulrtion of glxrds u'ls ottt

of the qucstion.

All ofthis rcsulted in highly egaliteriarr societie;, lacking the many ittequalirie's of
s'c th and po$tr that came with later agriculturd and urban life' With no tbrnrrl

chieti. kilp, burcaucrats, soLlicn, nobles, or pricsts. Palcolithic people were perhaps

frccr of ryr;rnny and oppression than atly subscqucnt kind ofhuman 
"octery' 

cvert if
thcy werc urorc cotrstraincd by the forc("s of naturt.Without specialirts' rrtost peoplc

posessed the sanrc set ofskills' :rlthough lualc and tlrnxlc lrsks oticn diflcrcd sh'rrply

l{clatiorrships bct*'een wontctt urd trretr usually were f}r trrorc cqu'rl thall in larcr

societics. As tht prilnary lbod gathercrs. rvotucn providcd the bulli of the f'arnilv

incorue. One study ofa modern gathering and hunting socicq iu southern Afiica

tbrrnd that plants. trormally gathcrcd by wonren. provided 70 pcrccnt of the dict'

s hile rrrc'at. huntcd by nrcn. :rccounted lirr just -3o pcrcetra 'o
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Whe Ir the [3ritr'lr r.rr rg.rtrrr' .rrr.l

{.r,1'lrrrql ( .11'1.1111 .l.rrrrc. (.r',rL tir't
crtc(rllrllrRd tllc {.rtl)ar'lIl{ .tnd I)LlI]I|ltq

|t()flc\ ()t Au\tr.rli.r in r--o. lrc ele.crrtrcJ

thcttt. pcrll1|5 .1 ltttl.' crtvtorr.l,,. rn thr. rr'.1 :

Iher lrrr' rrr .r fr.rr.lLrrlhtr rrhrch rs rrot

,lr'ttrrbil I'v tIc lrrr'rlu.rlrtr oi (lrn.h
ron.: Ihc l:.rrth .rnLl '...r ,ri rhtrr osrr
.r((or(l hrrnr\lle\ tlrcnr rrrth .rll thrrg.
ocee.'.rrr iirr lrti'. ther r,rrct l)()t J\1.t{llr

ti. icnt lrourcr. llotrrclro[i-rrrrt]. lrr

'lrrrrt tlr,.r .ccrrr'tl t,r 'tt rr,, r'.rlur' u|,rrr
.|lr\ tlliI|q \\( g.\r tltc r fhcr tltrul
tl)crrl\rl\c\ pnrriJcil urtlr ,rll thc rc...
rtrr. ol l rtc '

'fltc l:r.rropc.rrr. ulro retrlcd perrr.rlclltl\ lrrrorq .rrrh Pc(rIl! \()nl(' (\\crt\
vc.tt. l.rrcr. ltorvcvcr.lirttrrtl .r.oetcn itt rr ltrt h lltr rre.rl Lon)petiti()ll .lllr()n{lllcl \\'.r\
cr1'rcrte.l irr t-rcqrrcnt ()nc-()r)-()ne eorrrb.rt.rr.l rr lirrrrr.rlizcJ Lrtrt bltxrrlr b,rtrlcr. lt
.rl.o Ittc.trt rc.lrrrent. fLrl)ll(.,trttl tlr.ritc ttttrt.rl ['c.rrirrg' ot-rrlc. lrr rhcr ltusb.rltl'. '
Altlr,rrrglr .,trrrctrrrc\ rl)rr.r)u(lzr(l lrr [:rrrrr|c.rrr.. tlrc rcl.rtire .ocr.rl ctlu.rlrrr, ol'
l',rlcolithrc trc()11lc\ drJ rot.rlrt.ttr tjrr\!rrc.r !lt()|l.r rrt rrrcr.rl lrlnrrrrrrr.

l-rkc .rll ,rtlrcl hrrrn.rD t!ltLrrcr. l'.tlcolrrhic rocrtnc. lt.r.1 nll.\ ,tr)(i \tructUrc\. A
qcrrrlcr l..rrcrl r.lrrrrrorr ot l.rlror Lr\u.rll\ r.l\t rrcrr.r. llrnters.rrrti rvourcrr.r\ g.rthcrcr\.

\irlrrr'. crnplr.r.rzrrrir rcarprix.ll \h.lrlrg ()l qr)(rtlr rcrrrltcrl rrr .lc.rrlr .lctirrc.l rulc\.ll)()ut
dr.rrrlrrrnrr{ tltc rrlc.rt ti()nl .lrr .rnirr).rl krll. l{uic. .rbotrt urac\t .ln!l .rdtrltcrr grrrr. r-rrerl

.crrr.rl lrch.n ror. u hilc urtlc r','trntlin5^, .11)()!rI \\ llo r,lrltl lrrrrrt or' {.rth( r' llr l.lrtaul.rr
lerrit()r-ic\ r'({trl.rtcal ca()lr()rrrla.latillt\. l...r.lcrr.rL,r.c .r. rccrlctl l() ()r'q.lrrizr''.l t.l\k
\uah .r\ .l l)urt.lr(rt \r!{l)()ut a()Dliralr)l.l Icnll.rlcnt }t(\r(.r () lI](ll\ i!llr.ll\.

I)ronomy d d tlrc Enpironment

[,rr.r IortLI tir))(. S]thcrlrlil .rrJ hrtr)trng pcrrplc. r'rtr,. \ra\\rrl .r\ ])ritlrtl\c. rrrlr\ -

cri'ltcJ. l'.rr.ll ckinq ()ut .r lir rrrg fiorrr tlrr' l.rntl. lrr nl()rc rc( crt .lc..rtie'. .rrrrlrrol'ol
(rgi\t. \(l(1\lr){ ( ( )rltr'rnpor.r rv l).rlcolithr. soetcrics tht\t th.rt rrrr|r|cd tltto thc
t\\1'r)ticth ccr)tur\'-bcg.rr t.r [..rirrt ,r dil]irrr)r pi(rur(. I llc\ !)()tcJ tl).lt g.ltllcliDl{
.u)(l llurltlnr'l pa()llc fic(lucrrtl\ \\1)!kc(l lc\\cr lrtrrrrr to rrr.ct tlrtrr rr.rtcri.rl nccd.
th.ur Jirl pcoplc r).rgriaultur.rI or rr(hr\trr.rl \(\'retrc\.rr(l 'o hr,.l nrort l(i\Lrr( trnlc.
()nc 

'rhol.rr ralclra!l t() tltcrl .rr.'tlrt r)rt!:l).tl .ltjlucn( \r)(ict\. r)()t bc..rurt rhcr lt.r,,l

\(l tlttt(lt. [)rrt lrci.trrrr'thcr'\\.lDtcrl ()r D.c.lc.l r,, littlc 'r Nrrlrcr]relcs\.1)le (\])(r l. t( \
rr.r' los. pnrlr.rblr lirtlc rrrorc tlr.rn thrrl-tir,c \'c.rr'\ (rll .r\'r:r.rlre- I rli. rrr tlrc srl.l rr.r.
\ttrcl\ d.llltcr()tl\. .trt,.i ticl.ctrrltttcr ()r) tllc \'.rg.trt(\ ot- ll.ttrtrc rcr)Jrrc(l ir inrr.rrrt
,r. s rll.
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giir('fq,lr ir r'.r"i rq ,, ,
Or tt,,.,f ,iiti iirr i,.,f.ri ,.t
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PART 1 / FtRSI THINGS TIRST: BEGINNINGS IN HISTORY. TO 5OO 8.I.t,

Ittn l).rlcolitlric froflc .rkr .rctcd t() .rlt(r tlrc rl.lttrr.rl .trvir()t)tllctlt \ubst.lllti.lll\:

I hc urc ofdclibcr.rrch rct tircr () ctr.()tlr.lqc rltc grotvtlt ol-P.trticuhr Pl.ttttr cerr.titth

chlrtgcrl thc llntl,'c.tPc .nrd iI) Att\tr.lliJ lctl to tlrc prolili'r.tti()rr ()ifir('-rc\i\t.rrlt ctt(.1-

lr'Ptrrr lrcer .rt thc cliPcrr\!' trl otltcr pl.trrt sl'rccicr. lrt lll.llrl PJrt\ .tl_the *orltl
Atr,,tr.rlia. North Atncric.r. Sibcrtr. M.rd.tg.t.elr. l).rcitic i.l.rrrd.-th..\(ir)ctioll ()i

lJriou\ hrt.:e .rnirr.rh tirllorvcd t.rirh qrncklr .rli.r tlre Jrrr\'.ll trt-hlrttr.rrt lrett tSl. le.r.l-

rrrg reholars ro ruggc\t dl.It l'ilc()lithic lrttrtt.rrtkitttl pl.t,vctl .t ttl.Sor rtrlc. cottl'lctl pcr-

h.rpr $.ifh ehlngirrg elitrr.trcr. i thc dis.rpfr.lr. t.c oitltcrc.tltitttlls. ()tlrcr ltottlitlitl.

.r lrtttttlttlikc. spccicr. sttch 't' tltc Ne'rrtdcrtlt'tlr irr [iLrrtrPc ()r thc rt( ctlth (li\'ovcrc(l

[:krrcs tD:ut in Iltrlttttesil. llso pcIishtrl lttcr livirrg rrdc lrr .itlc rr ith I l 'rrr,' 
j,{'i(,rj 1()r

rtrillcttttil. Witctltcr lhcir rlir.tIPclr.tltcc ().( trtre(l thr()tl{ll ttr.rr'.lcrt. irtrcrbrecdlltg.

rtr pclccirl colrlpetitioll. !lrc\' \\'crc.ltllollll tltc c.tstt.tlner ol_rltc rrrc trl-lrrrrn'rnkirttl'

Thrr' thc biologie.tl cnvirontrrcrtt irrh.rbircd ltr' !i.trhcrirr!:.tttti hulttittg Pc()pl$ \\'r\

rot rvholll lutur.ll but rr'.rs slt.rlt'cl itt plrr bl tlrcir olrtt h.rrrtL.

Tlrc Realm oJ'the Spirit

fhc rclirlious r>r rpirirull dittrcrrsrott of-P.rlcolithic rrrltrrr. lr.t' ltccrr h.rrd to I'irt r.h\rtt

bcc.rurc [Tottcs urcl stortct tell Lrr linic ltrottl rvltlt pc()[)lc th()uglrt..trt is "utlct t ttr
rtt.rrtt ittrerprct'ttiorts' 'rttd the c\Pcrletrc( ()l 'oltt!tll|()r'lrv 

gatltct tttg 'tIl''l litlntirtg

|c()plc\ n.r\ ttot rctlcct rhe tli.rlrtr lt.lst. I ltcr. ir' ho\t!tr.t-le.rr cvttlcrrtc tirr 't riclt

ccrctttotri.rl Iiti'.'l hc prcst'ttce ol-rock .trt clcc| ittsitic c'Nc' ttttl t'rr lnrttr livittt sP'tccs

\rqrrc\ts:l "ccrctttotti.rl \p.lcc \cPJrilr t_rottt ortlilt.lrt' liti. (Scr: Vistr.rl St[rrccr: IItc

Aborigin:rl l\rxk l\irrnrrg ol' Attrtr.tli.t. PP .lr .17.) l ltc crtctrtlc.l rrttt tls ot ctrtt-

tcllr|()rJrv Au,,rr.tli.rtt Aborigirr.rl Pcoplc. rrhielr \(nllrtirllf\ l.l\t ti)r \\'(ck\' colltlrrll

thtr rrrrDrcssiou. tr do utrrrrcnrLr.' .rtttl cl.tlrorlrc buri.rl ritt. iittttttl tltrottgltottt rltc

urrrld. No titll-titttc rcligtott. rpcci.rlists trr pricrt'; lctl !llc\c .crclll()llrc\. l'(tt l'rrt-
ri|lrc \lrr|lr.rD\ (pcoPle I'clicvcrl to bt cs1'c,.-r.rllr' \killed :rt rlcrliDg $ itlr thc \Pirir \ttrrl(l)

crrrcr{ccl I, thc rrcctl .rro.e. Strch pcoplc oticrr ct](cre.l .r llrerc.l it.rte r)i r (,Ir\r i()tr\

rrc\\ ()r.t tr.ltlar rrltilc Pcrlirrlrttrtg thc tcretltorrics' ot_tctI rrirh rltc ritl ()t_pslt:lltr-

.rc \1'dnl!5.
lrrccisclv lrtxr l).rlcolithic ltcoplc uu(l(rst()()d tltc rrolrrrrtrerill rrrrrltl ir h.rrtl trr

r."c.ur.'rntet. rnrl \Pc.ul.lti()lr lbottlttlr. Littgttirtie c\ i.lctl(c li()tlr .lI)r'lcllr AtiicJ \ll!l-

g$r\ I vlrict) ot- ttttderst.rttrlirtg".: stlIllc l)ilcolithic socicttc\ \\'crc 'lPl'lrclltlv tll()ll()-

rhr'r\tir: othcr\ \.r\\ scvcr;rl Ictcl. oitr't;tcrtt.ttrrrel lrcitt5'.. irrcltrclirrg r (]rc'ttor l)ctn'
vlrior,ts tcrritori.rl rpirits..roti tlle sl.irits ot dc:rtl .rrtccsrorr: still txhen bclicveci itt 'ttt
irrrpcrsott.rl firrcc srrtir.td tltrorrglrottt tllc rr.rturrl ()rdcr (hJ( eor'rl'l lrc lcccsreti trl

sh.rrtt.rrts rltrritt{ .t tr.rrtce .i.tttc. . 'r'l-hc prcr'.rlcttcc otVcrtrts tig(lrirter 'ltl(l ()tllcr \\'lll _

Irol' .rll .rero,is [']unrpc h.ts eorrvittt t tl 'rttttc reltol.trr. bttt ttot ;tll. tlt.tt l'.rlcolithrr rt li-
giour rhoughr h.rtl .r rrrorrgll li.rrrrrrirrc tiirrrcrrsron. crrrb,xlicd irr .r ( irr'.rt (iotilts:

.ur,.l corrccrn.'cl \\'irll thc rcgcrlr:rJtion .rrttl rcttcrr.tl of litt '' M.rrrl grrllcrillL{ 'lll(l
hurtrttt pctrplc. likelv devclt4.ctl J.\'clic.rl vic\\ oitilttc th.tt 'lrcrr trtt thc eh'Irtg-

irrg ph.rscr oi'tltc trttxrtr .tttrl otr tltc ._r'clcs ot-tcttt.tlc lcrttlitr -trirtlt. 
tttcll\tr-u'ltl()tl.



$napshot The Paleolithic Era in Persp€ctlve,'

Duration of each cra, as
a p€rcentage of 25o,ooo

years

Percent of peopl€ vyho
liYed, out of 80 biltion

total

Percent of yea6 lived in
each era (r€flects chang.

ing tife expectancies)

Fateolithir €ra Agricuttural Era
(fronr 25o,ooo to (from 1o,ooo to taodem Industriat
1o,ooo years ago) :oo years ago) Era (since 18oo)

9690 4Pl" o.o8%

r2"/" 68% 20

62cL 29'1"

prcgnirnc). rrc's- birtlr. lrrrl clcarh, Such lrndentlnclirr5n oi thc cosrnos. rvhich s.rs

cnr,llcssly rcpcltcd pattcrrrs of rcgerrcrltiorr and disintcgrrrion. r.liflcrccl fionr htcr
Wcsrern vieus. rvhich s:rrv time rnoving ut a strright linc roslrd s<lrrre prcdctcr-
rnirretl uorl.'-

Settling Down: The Creat Tiansition

Thorlgh glaeialh slorv trv conrenrporrn rtlndards. clrtrrgcs in lr.rlcolithic cLrlturcr
occurrcd otcr titrtc .rs Pcoplg nrotc<l into ncr! cttvinrttrrtents. as poprrl11i6115 g1"aa.

ls clirttates rltered.:rnd as tlitllrerrr hurrrlrr groups iltcrucrcd rvith orre auothcr. For
exutplc. .rll over thc Afhr-Eurasian world llier :5,ooo ,vcirs ag()..1 tcrrdcncy torvlnl
the rrriniaturizetiorr ofsaorre rools is cvrtlcnt- Kno*rr .n ruienr-bladcs. rheic snr.rllcr
and ntorc rclitrecl spc.tt Poittts. arnrrvhc.rds. krtivcr, .urd scrapcrr rrcrc c.rrcfillv
struck tiorrr hrlgcr cores .rrrd olien rrrolrrrrcd in Jralcr. b(nc. or rvoodcn handlcr. ''
Tlris;rrrcient and globll rechnologic.rl clr.rrrgc rvas sinrillr pcrhrps r() tlrc nriniJtrrr-
izltiorr of clcctrunic conlpotrcnts irr tlre nvcrrricth ccnturv. Al()tllcr iltrportlrrt
clungc irr the strlregi!.s oi l)alcolirhic people rr:rs tlre collecti<rr ot-wild gr.rins.
sfiiclr rt'prr'scntcd a ur.rjor addrtiorr to the tbod \upph bc\.(nrd lhc ulc (t rt)()h.
berrics,.rrrtl rrtrrs.-l-lris inrrovlriorr oriLlirrited in rrorrhc.rstcrn Alirc.r Jroulld l6,tl<l0
YqJrs J!lo.

llut tlre urost strikirrtr Jrrd sipritic.rrrt charrgc irr thc lircs of lr;rlcolithic peoplcs
occurrctl .rs thc last lct'Agc c.ulrc to .ll errtl bets.ccrr ta',ooo :rnd to.ooo vctrr .l{().
Wlut firllosed rvls .r gctterll globll tvtrruirru, th()uglt (nlc uith pcriodic fluctu.r-
ti()n( xnd cold srrlpt. Urrlikc thc e(rrlar)tporurv gkrlr.rl uarnrirru. qcl)aeted bv
hurrren .rctivitv aud tspccitllv the burrrirrg ofibsril t'ucls. rhis anciort N.urtrirrg plusc
was l rvhcrllv naturul ph!'nonrcrron. prrt of a lorrg evclc of npc.rrcd hearing :rrrtl

I Change
why did some Paleotithic
peoples abandon earlier,
more nomadic vrays and
b€gin to live a mo.e

senled life?

CHAPTEN 1 / fIRST PEoPL's: PoPUlATING THE P!ANET. To 10.ooo B.c.E. 2J
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lomon Figurines
Female figurines, dating to
perhap5 4.ooo years ago,

have been lound among

Japan's P,rleolilhlc PeoPle.
known as ihe lomon Many

scholars believe lhese cJrv-

Ings had a ritual lunction,

assocraled !r/rlh fenllitY. rThe

GrrrE.. (oredd, lk.i vr',!

coolirrg ch:rrirctcrisric of thc cirth'.s clinratic historl'. Platrts lttd aninrals utublc to
sunive in thr lcc Agc clirrurc nos llourishccl rrrd itrcre.rsed thcir rlngc. proviclitrg

l rrruch ricltcr rnd nrorc rlivcrsc enlirontrcnt lbr nunv hurtutt societies. Uttdcr

rhcse impr<l cd corrditions, hutrr.rn populations grcs', atrd sotttc previously rtotrudic

grrlrcring and hunting cornrrrurritics. but rrot rll of thcnt. firrrncl it possible to settlc

dosn and live in morc pcrnl.rncrt settlcrllcrls or villagcs. Thcrc socicticr rserc

becoming both hrger and tttorc contPlt\. atrd it rvls less possiblc to sillplv ttrovc

lsav iftrcublc struck. Sttlctrrent also melrtt rhlt households c()uld store ilnd tccu-
rrrulate goor.ls to a grcatcr dclaR'c than previouslr'. l]ccausc sontc ProPle \cR lnorc

cncrgetic. nlorc talcntcd. or luckicr tharr othcni. the thin cdge of incqualiry gr.rdu-

alll began t() \\'car J\\'a! dtc cg.rlitarianisnr of l'.rlcolithic coltltt)utlitie!.
(ihangcs aloug thesc lincs crttcrgcd iu tnatrl pl.rct's- Paleolithic societics itrJ;rprrt.

knorvrr as Jorrton, scclcd do\r'n irr villages b,v thc sca. s herc thc,v grcrtl-v expanded

thc nurrrbcr oflnintals. both Iarrrl .rnd nraritrc. that thcy coltsutttcd.Tlrct' llso creatt'd

trnrc of thc srrrld\ tint pottcry. llong s ith cltlgour clnocr. plddlcs. b<xvr. b'os ls.

.rtrd tool handlt's.:rll trudt'tirrttt rr'ood. A sitrrihr pattern oiPcrnunelrr setdcolcllt'

.r broadcr rangc of fbod sourccs. Jnd specillizccl tcchnologier is cl idetrt in parts oi
Scandinrvia. Southcast Asia, North Anrcrica. ltrd thc Middlc E.rst bctrvccu l:'ooo

lnd 4.ooo yclr\ r!{o. Borvs and irrro\\'s licctll t() lrlvc bccll ittlented scpanrtlf in

Er,rrope. Atiic.r. an.l the Middlc E;rr durirtg thi'i pcriod lrrd ,iprcad l;rter ro thc'

Anrericas. lrr Labrador. longhottscr 'rccomnrodltint too peoplc .tppc;rr in the irche-

ological recorrl. FJr lrrore el:rborlte burill ritcl in trutrv placcs tcrtifl ro thc gnrrt-

irrg conrplcrity of hunran cottrtuurities lntl thc kirlhip slstcll15 thirt bounti thcttt

rogether. Scplrrtc cctrreteries f'trr tlogn suggcst that huulankinrl's lrsst fi'iend \"]s alst)

our first dr:tncsticatcd irninrll liicrrd.

This pnrccs. of settling rlostt anrong gathcritrg and hunting pcoplcs-and thc

charrges th:rt tirllowcd t'nrnr it-rnarkcd :r Itr.rjor turtr itr hutrr:rn histon.lrv'rv tilrlu

countless rtrillcnltiJ oi nottr:rtlic journevs bv vcrv snrall cotrltttunitics lt llso pnr-

vidcd the scttiDg within rvhich thc ncxt grc:rt tran:itiotr rvoltlcl tlccrtr' (irorvitttl

rrurrrbers of pcople. living in \cttlcd .otr)tltutlities. phccd :r Ittuch grc'rtcr tlertr'rtrd

oll the cDvin)nDlr'tlt than did sntlll bands of wandering pcoplc Thcrctitrc. it i' pcr-

hlps not srtrprisirrg that ilrrrong thc innoqtiottr thrt ctrlcrgcd ilt thcre ltrorc cont-

plcx lpthcrirrg:rttd hurrring socicties rv;rs vct .lttorhcr rllv tilr ilrcrclsing thc firod

strppl,v-agriculrure. That cpic tnnsitiorr is thc 'iubjecr of tlrc ttext chaptcr.

Comparing Paleolithic Societies
()!'cr the :oo.ooo -vcan or rttorc ofthc Plleolirhic cra. hunr.lll socictici tl:rrur'lll,v dit--

ti'rc'd t-ronr ouc Jlrothcr-irl thcir tool kits. tltcir lcLpratiorr to thc ettvinrntttenr'

tlrcir belict!. thtir social orglttiz.ttiou. and tttueh ttrore. Hcrc rtc cs:llttittc lllore crrc-

lullv nlo such societies. thc San oi southcrtt Atiica lntl thc (lhutnash oi southern

California.Whlt rhey sharecl rvas a gathcrirrg atrcl hut'ltitrgl rv.ry r>flife.rntl a coutin-

ruing eristcrrcc into tnodcrn tinres. Unlikc thc g.rrhcring lnd lruntiltlg peoplts s ho



cxAptEn 1/ rrnsr etoprts: poput-Ar[tG THE p!at{ET. To 10.ooo B.(.t.

succunrbccl ro the rclentlc\s c\p.rrrsiorr ofagricultunl trr indusrrial socictics. thc San

rnd rhc (lhurrush nrairrr:rirred thcir .rncicnr sl of liti' inro thc cightccntlr. nirre-
teerrrh.ltrd t\\'crrticrh centurics. Evcn though nrotlcrrr g.lthcring and hurrrrrrg soci-
cties studictl bv anthropologisrs surcly differcd irr trrany s.ays fiorrr rlrcir :rrrcitnt
countcrpitrts. thcv do lllorv us to s('c the hurrr:rrr ticc of.r rvay of lifl long vanished
fronr nrost !trt{ ()fthe eirth.

The San of Southem Afrita
On rhr rrorthcrn tiirrgc of thc K.rlahari l)escrt. irr ln area including Arrgola,
Nantibi.r, lnd llorsl'ana, lies rhc c(tuntrv of thc Sln pcoplc, rvho nunrlrt'rctt lo.ooo
to {lo,ooo lr thc stilrr of drc nvenry-tirst cerrcun.. Linguisticalll', thcy .rrc rcl.lrcd to
the grert Khoisan llneu:rge finrilr'. rvhose spc.rkcrr h*'e livcd rhrough(.rur cislcrn
and southcrD Atiic,r lbr rrrlnt rnillcrrnia.Tht irrrrrrctii.rtc .rncestors of tlrc San lr;l'e
inhabitcd sortthcrn Aliica tirr Jt lclrt j.ooo )c'lrs. Ecorrorrricallr.. Khoisan-spclkinu
peoplcs prlcticr:d x sarhcring Jnd huntirs ral of liti' rvirh a techrxrlogt of srone
tools that rvls rccognizablc t() thcir n^,entieth-ccntun S:rn desccrrdlnts. An<rther
cultural prlcticc of long sttndirl.l wis rhe reuurkahlc rock art of soutlrcrn Afiic:r,
depicting pcoplc lnd aninrals, tspcciallv rhc anrclopc. in thous:rnds of nlturllistic
scencs of lrurrts. b.rttler. lnd rhnccs. l)rting to .rs ftr back :rs :6.000 vc.lr\ jt1(). rhis
trudition pcrri\rcd into the nincrccrrrh ccnrur).. ntaking it rhe "oldert arristic rrach-
tion of hunrarrkiud.""/ Motlern schol.rrs suggest tlrJt rhis .lrt rcllectcd rhc n'liuious
expericncc oftrancc healers. rvho s c're likclv thc artists who pairrtcd rhcsc inrlges.
(Sce chapttr openirrg photcr on p. lo.) When a latc-rritrcteenth-cerrrury nnrlrn)polo-
qist shorvcd sonlc ofthcse nlck plintin11i to an eldcrlv San couple. thc \\:onlrul lrcgxn
to sins rrxl diulce, \\'hile thc nrln bcclrne sad, rcrrrcrrrbcring rhe old sorrp.'" ln rhese
:urd othcr \\'.rvs. contemporiry S.ru pcople are linkcd ro !D Jncicnt culturll rrldi-
tiou thJr r\ dccpll nrotcrl rn rhc Aliicun pair.

Mosr Khois,rrr sithering .rnd hunting peoplcs h.rri lorrg ago been rbsorbecl or
clisplaced bv rhc .rrrilal of llantu-spcaking peoplcs l.rcJrinF agriculturc, d()nlcsric.rrcd
anirrrals.lrrd inrn tools. bur rhc San,living irr a relariv.clv renrote locltiol. crrdurcd.
Even rhc colorrization ofsoudrcrn Aliica bv Europclns leli dre San largely irrrlcr until
the rgr)os rnd llter, bur Dor conrplcrch.. fbr rhcv rrutlccl *ith their .rgri-
cultural nciglrbors.rnd sonrctirrc\ srrrkcd tbr thenr.Thc S.rn also began ro
use iron Jr()\\'he.rds, f-ashioncd litrrrr ructals irrtroduccd [1. thc trervcourcrr.
Drurns. bormrvcci liorn thcir lliurtu-spcakine neighbon. nos supplenrerrted
their own stringed instrurrrerrts :rntl bccanre part ofsln rrrusical traclirion.
Despitc thcsc bornnvingri, rl4ren .rrrrhrupologisrs tlssccntled on the Sin in
the l9-ios ind rgaloi rnd saudicd cvcrv i\pecr of thcir cultrrre. thev lbrrrrd .r

people still pricticing an arrcicnr \\.:tv oilif-e. (Sce l)ocurtrcnt l.r.pp. l.t-.19.
lirr a dr'sr'riptiorr triSarr lif'e lirrtrr r r\venticrh-ccDtun. \\rnrun\ penipceti\.c.)
The tbllorving .rccount oi Sarr culturc is dras'n l:rrgcl1. tiom rhe u,ork ol
Richard Lee.ln inrhropologist rvho lived rvith and wlts ldopred by one of
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thc Sln gr<rups rvho called thcrl\chci rhc Ju/'ho.rnsi.'' Thc rcrtn litcrallv tne.rns

"rr'rl peoplc": thc sl.rsh and thc rp()strophe in thc n:rnrc .lcnott' "clicks." rvhich are

.r disrincrivc sourrd in thc S.rrr l.rrrguage.

In rhe scrrrirlcsert corrr,litiorrs oithe trorthcrn K;rl.rhari. theJu/'hollrsi h.l'e dr.rs'n

a livelihood l-nrrrr .r lrarslr l,rn.l usirrg son'tt trvctttv-cighr tools lirr grtlreritrg. hunt-
ing..rnr,l prcp:rring t-ot .-fhc rttrxt itrtportlnt intplcntenrs irrcluclc .rrl ell-ptrrposc

rrrrtxlcn rliggirrg stick. l hrgc lc.rtlrcr gJrtrrelt ustrl tirr carn ing rhin5 .tnd rlso ,rs

l bl;rnkcr, rrrrvcrr ()peJ. nct\. .1 kniti'. .r spear. .r borr', lnd .rrros s liPPcd \\'ith .l potcnt

poison. Thc Ju/'hoeusi halc idcntit'rcd lnrl natttctl sotne :6o sPccics ofrvikl .rnirnrtls.

of s'hich thc krrdu, rviltlebeest. .utd gctrrsbok lrc rltc' trtr'rst conttrtonlv h u n tt'.i. .'nti rel-v

bl rrren. Morc rhrn too spccics <rf u'ild plants. inclutlitlg \'!riou\ nuts. herrics. nrot..

liuits. rnc'lotts. and grcen\. \!rrc collccted. largclv lrv rrrrntcn.

Wlrat kinri of lit-c clicl thcv .rtrtc for thcntselves sith chis trtodcsr rechnology?

Accorrling to l{ichartl Lcc. it rr'.ts .t "hrpp1' cotnttination <-tf,rn atlcqrtetc .liet .rnd I
short rvorkscck." Hc cllctrl.trctl th.rt thc -ltr/'ho.rnsi conrunred :.-15i calories on

l\-cri!ac' clcrv el.rr'. rbout .1o Fcrcctlt tionr nrclr lttd 7o pcrccnt tionr vegerlbles. rvcll

balanccd rvith \ufiicietrt pftttcirl. vit.rnrtns, atttl nritrcrlls-.tnd. hc conclttded. the,v

"lclidl not havc to rvork vcry hlrcl" to achicvc rhis stlndard of livirrg. All averrtlc

rvorkrvcek involvc'd about \cvcllicen hottrs ol'hbor in gcttinc lirod lnd llrothc'r

rs'cntr'-firc hours in hor,rsclork .trrtl m,rking.rrrd tising toolr. sirh rhc total lork
divicled tlrtirc c.lu.rlll betscctt Incn lltd trrrtttctt.Thir lcti plcnrr' of lci\ttrc (ilne lbr

rc'rting. r'isitirrg. talking,.rtrr,l cotrtlrtcriltg ritttals .tnd ccrcnrolrics. Srill. it u.ts .rn tttrcer-

r.rirt lttrl pcrpctttllly artxiolts lil-t'. rvith flrrcttr.ltitrg r.rinlall. pcriodic dnrughn. sc"r-

sorral cleplctiott of phnts,.ttttl thc trnprcdictlblc tll()vclllcllt ofirtritttll..
Whlt nutlc thc Jrr/'lroansi tt.v oi lif'e possiblc rvas a particul.lr kind oi socicn:

one clur.rctcrizcd bl nrobilirl: sh.rring. lncl ctlu.llitrlThc basic utrit oisoci,rl ortaani-

zitti()n lriN .l lr.rtttl rtr cattrP of r<rrtchh' tclr to rhirrv pcoplc. lvho serc c()llllectt'd bf
tics trfescltrrtgc :urd kin'ihip rvith sintilar cltttps .tt ross I rvitlc lrc.r.The trrcntl-rcnlriP

of rr c;rnrp llrtcnt;rtcd ovcr titrlc rs trtlnv peoplc clrtitrted trtc'trrbcrshiP in nrorc tlratt

onc b,rrrd. Furrhcrtuorc. the c.rtrlp\ thcnrselvr:s. cottsisrittq ofquickll btrilt gr.rss hut'r.

*'cr.'nrlrvcd Iicquc'ntl1'. rvith tlreJu/'hoatrsi sr'ltlont stlving ntorc th:rn e ti'u' tttonths

in rnv onc pllce.The llcsibilitr' ,ri rhis arrarrgctttcnr rllosed thent ro atljust rapicllv

to thc ch.rnging scrsoDJl p.tttcrn\ oithcir tlcrcrt cnvironntent

At orrc lt'r,cl..ltr/'holnsi sor'icrt sls cxtrcnreh' sitltple. No lirrnt:rl le.rtlers. chicti.

hc'ltlnrcrt. Fricsts. or cr:rli spcci.tlisrs t'xistcd..tttrl tlccisiotts rvcrc nrlde bl irr<iititlu'rl

tlrnilies utl .xtlrps after nrtl.h tliscursiotr' ()lr .lttorlrcr levcl. social rcl'rriottslrips serc

cstrcnrell' conrplcr. ltr.l it t<xrk l{ichartl Lcc sevcr:rl )elrs k) Pcllclrjrtc thcnr' ln

atldirion ro conutton kinship rchtiorrs oftrrlrri.tge rtrrcl dcsccnt. thcrc \\ crc "i()kilr!{'

anrl ".rvoirhncc" relationshipr th:tt tletcrntincd rhc .lcgre.' of tllttili.rritv * irh s'hich

pcoplc eng.tgcrl oDc Jtlothcr. A tirrthcr cletltetlt ()f conrPlcxir) llr itt .l utrtquc
"n:lnlinq" \\'stcnr. \\'hich crcrre.l .r .leep bon.l .rnt,rttg people $irh (hc {illllc nanlc.

cvcn though th(\ \\'ere n()l bi()logicalll' rclltctl. For cx:rurplc..l nr.rn could tl()t nlilrn
ilnv \1j()l)arl rvlto bore tlic ltrrlc rlilrlc as his nxrrltcr or sisrcr'
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Ar tlrc hcart ofsur'h r srrrall-scalc societv ofintcnsc pcrs<ull relltionships u'cre
v:rluts of rrrodcsrv, c()oFcration, and cquilliry. shiclr thc Jul'holnsi rvent to grcat
lengths to inculcatc lnrl rrraintain. ()nc tcchnitltrc. krrotvrr as "irrsulting thc rrrcirt,"
involvcd highlv rrcg,rriv(' curnrent\ lbour rhc rizc or qualio ofan lninral killcd b1

a hultcr ancl thc cxpcctlriorr rhat.r succt'sstil hurrter souLl clisparlge lris orvn kill.
As orre nr.rrr pr.rt it:

'Whcn .r vor,rng rn.rrr kill.; nruch r)rc,lr. hc c()nlc\ t() rhink ofhirnstlflr a chicfor
.r hig rn.rl, ind hc rlrilkr ofthe r('s( ()iu\ .r\ his ,icrr.lntr or irrti,riors. We c.lrl
.r.ccpt rlri\.Wc ret-rsc onc rvho bolsr,i. tirr sorrrcd.rv hir pridc s ill rrr.rkc hirrr kill
sonrconc. Str rlc.rlrr'.rt,,i rpelk ofhis nrc:rt ls srrrthlcsr. lrr this s..rv rrc cool his
hclrt lnrl rrr.rkc lrirrr trcrtle.

Arrtxhcr practicc tending tosard cqu.rlin s.ls rhe principlc thar the orrrrcr of
thc .rrft)\\' rlrrt killccl .ll .ulirrral, rrot thc successl-ul hrrrrrcr hinrselt, hatl rhc'right ro
clistril,utc rhc rnclt t'nrrrr thrt aninral. l}ccausc ;rrrolr,s tcre rvidcly slurcrl. lrrrl
s(trrcrirtlc\ ()rvrrcrl bt, \\i)nlcrr. this ctrskrnr sprtad tlrc pra\tigc oi trreat distriburiotr
t'idclv s ithirr thc socirr\' ;ltd countcrcd .rrrv possihilin rhirr rhe hurrtcr nright rt'grrl
thc nrcit;rs his privatc pnrpcrty.

Ilcrrrntl thr'shlring oilirod rvithin ;r catrrp s'ls rr sysrcnr ofrrncqull gifi crch:rngc
anrong nrcrttbcrs oi difli'rcnr cenrps. Ftlr cxlnrplc. I gir.c rrru trrrrcthirrg rocl.l..rnrl
llun\' lll(nllhs l.licr. trru nt.tt gire ntc .r gifi tlr.rr ncctl not lrr. equilllcnr in t.aluc.Whcrr
l{ich.rnl Lcc .rppearcrl puzzled bt the irrcqullitv ol'thc cxclrarrgc. he \\.;tt rold: "Wc
tiort't tratlc rvirh thingi: \\e trrde rrith Pct4rlt'."This ssrcrn ofexclrlngc h:rcl lrorc
r() d() \\,irh csrilrlishinq,iocial rehtiorrs tlrln sirlr .rccunrul.rtiug grxrds. ()ne tintous
.lrd highlv rc\pcctcd llrDrcr nanred Tirrrr.r "gale .r\\'.lv cvcrvihirrg rh.rt c;une irrro lris
h.rnds. . . . llln cxchlngc lirr his seltlirlposcd Jrovt'rn. he rrrrn rlrc rcspcct :rnd tirllotr.-
ing of .rll thc pcople."" lt rv:rs an ct-onotnie systeltl tlut:rinrctl lt lcveling rvellth.
rroi uccurrrul,rtirrg it,;rntl thrrr tlefincd seeurity iu tcrnrs ofprxscssing liicnds or pcoplc
s ith ohlig;rtiorrs ro orrcsclf, rlthcr than posstssirrg goodr.

Soti.tl cr;tt.tlin cxrcntlcd .rlso to rclltiorrs [rct*ccn nrrrrcrr lntl nrcn_ Richartl
Lt'c rrotctl "rclativc ctpllity benveen rhc sr\c.s \\.ith no-onc h*.ing the upper h:rntl."
Ticnrge'rs cnglgcti tlr.ritc ficcly in scx pl.r1. antl thc corrr.cl.rt of t'clrrllc vlrgllir\. \\..r\
xpplrcnlh unkno\\'1..t\ \\'crc rapc. rriti' bc.rdng. anr,l tlrc .ic'surl tkrublc stanrhrd.
Althorrgh polr'gurrv ses pcrnlifttd. nl()sr rrr.rrrr.urtr rvcn irr l)rt rrtorrrrl:rnrous beclusc
srrnrcn stnrrrgll rcsirtcrl shlring:r hush.rnri s.irlr rnorhcr siti.. Frcqucrrr dir.orcc
Jtllrrllg vcrv voutlg c()uplcs lllos,ed u'orrrcn to lc.rvc un,i.rtisf.rcton ru.rrriages c.rsi[,.
Lct'firund th.lt krlgcr-tcnlr Drilrriilacs sccnrctl to bc gcrrcr.rll,r i'ultillirrg ancl stablc.
Iloth nrcrr l'rl *,..rcn c\pccrr'd a $ti\tving re\'.ll rcl.rti.rxhip. rurd trrth .cc;rsionellv
t<xrk lovcrs. lltlurugh discrccth.

IJut rrot ;rll wls swcctlcss .rnd lighr lnrong thc -lrr/'holnsi. Frcqucrrr argurrrcnrs
eb.ut thc tlistril.'r,rri.n .f rrrc;r! .r rhc l:rzirrss ()r \tillii'r\\ ()f lr.lrticul;lr pc()plc
gcneratt'rl t ()udict,ls ditl riv:tlrit's lmong rcD ()\'cr w()Ilcn. Lcc idcntitictl flvcntv-
rwo nlur(lers thlt had occlrrrr'tl bcnrccrt tr-l:o antl r95s .uld \c\.crJl clsts irr rvhiclr
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ths colrrnluniry catnc togethcr to cortcluct :lrr e\ecurion of plrricul;rrl1' tlisruptivt'

individuals. Lcsser tensions s'crc h.rndled rhrough talk: nt()tc setiotrs di\ltltcs
nright rcsult itr scplr.rtiotr. s ith sotttc pe,tplc lc'rving to joitt .lnothcr c;lnrP or to

\t.rrt their oN D.

Irr confrorrting rhe rrrrrLi lrcvoncl tnatcri:rl and socill lifc. rhc Jrr/'ho.tnsi
rctlccted belieti ;urd prJcricc\ thJt \r'('rc lrgulblv tens oi thous.tnth of vcars old

Unlikt' larcr pcople,i rltth thtir nr.rtl gotls. goddcsses. spirits..rnd porscr". thc San

populated the spiritu.rl univchc itl I quite lintitcd \\':r\'. A (lrcrt()r (iorl. (i.ro Na.

glvc rise ro thc cirth. rtlctl. \\1)rlletl..ltlillr:rls. \\':rterholcs,.rlrcl lll othcr thirtS+: but

likc thc Crc'ck gtxls. (iro N.t rlrs .t c;priciotrs dciq rrho oticn visitcLl rtrirlirrtutrc

orr lrurrrankitr.l. sinrp\' lrcclrttc hc chorc to r'kr so. A lesscr [otl. (ilusl. sar cven

rrrorc dcstructivc. sprc.rding di\r.t\c. c()trllict. lnd dc.rth. brrt llsrl on occ.t'tott pnrstr'l-

ing assistancc to bclclgr.r.'rctl ltrttrrltrs Thc nlo\t \criotls thrcat to hrttttltt rrclfirc

c;rnrc liom the ghttsts of dcltl lttccstors, the 3,ltttt',1'ri, rvho rvcr.' vie"vctl ls prir 'rrily
nrllcvolent. Askcd $.lrv tlrc .rrrt esrrll spirits wcrc so destructivc. on.. $urrurr ltcalcr

rcplicd:

Longing tbr tht' living is s1r.rt drivcs thc dc.rtl ro tlake p.'ople sick l-lrcv rrc

vcn very sarl....Thel ntir. thcir pcoplc on c.rrrh. Arttl \o thcv collrc bJ'k to

rrr. Thc,v hotcr nc.rr rlre vill.rgc'i .ttrtl put siclncss inro pcoplc. r:tling "(-.<rrltc'

corne here to ntc."

The Jul'ho.rnsi hld onc poscrl'ul rcsource irt countcrlc(ing rhcs" "r'il 
irrfiu-

cnces liom thc srrrltl oithc gotls ln.l anccskrrs lt sls ttltrttt..l sPiritlt'll P()rclrcv

th.lt lics in thc storrach lnd lrccornes activlte.l durillg 'curing dance's." porlerlul

nightlong rituxh hcld licqucntll. cspcci.rllv during thc tlrl se'tson shcn st'rcral

cautps conl'crgcd (tn thc rctll.lining rsatcrholes. Around I tirc.;rn itrrter circle oi
rvclrncn clappctl lnd sang. tvhile tttttl rhnccd in r circlc bchintl thcnr Thcn rrlnrc-

(nrc wclrt into :t tntlcc .ltxl. in th;rt :rlrcrecl st:ltc of consc i()tl \ncss, souglrt to sh'rrc hir

or her lctilatcr'l ttlttrtt s'tth t'vcrvone in thc cltnp. pulling rhe cvil ottt of rhctu'

l)oirrg so hrd the Po$er r<r hc.rl rhc sick. to bring h;rrntont ro thc ct)lllllltlnit\'' tt)

lficcr the rainl:rll arrtl rhc suppll' of enilrrals. lnd to pn)rcct evcrlotrt' tioltt rhe cvil

rlcsigns of thc ilrcc\t()r\.:r
lLecent ln;rlvsis sttlgcsts th.lt thc rcck lrt tllsouthern Af'ric.t represcnts tlre visions

.rchi.r,ed bv atrcictrr rrancc chnccn ls thcl.did brnle \.ith the superrr.rtrrr,rl rr<rrkl.

(See chaptc-r opcnirrg phot.r on P. Io.) lf so. the Ju,/'hoansi oi thc t\\lnticth ccrrtun

rvcre participating nl tlrr l()trlicst:rnd nrost contirruous rcligiorrr rnditiorr in \rrrld

hist()r\,.

The rancc d.tncc rves in trt.rttl rv;rys I distinctive traditi()ll lt tlitl lror sct'k cotrr-

rrrunion *ith thc strp.'rnxtur.tl: tto gifis or sacrifices rvcrc ofiere.l r,r rhe gocls or

the lncestors. ltrd lcs prlycrr scrc lttatic lirr thcir assist:rnct'.Vicrving thc gods as

thc s()u!ce of cli*asc. contlict. and r'leath. the Jul'hoansi hurled lt thttrr rvords of
rcproach. abust'. ltrd rejccriott' st'eking to rvlrd rhenr ofl' to cspcl thcnr lilrm soci-

cn'. Ir Nas. a\ onc schol.rr ptrr it. .r "rvar \\'ith (;od."'r The lcarlt'rs of this u'lr' thc
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tr:lncc dilDcers, wcrc not possessed by lnv superrr;rturll bc,ing hur rrsr,cl the tr.rnce
stltc t(t ictivilt('thcir rtrvn intcrnal rrl0rr. Nor rvclc rhcy a pricstly clitc. Mcrr ;ntl
worucrr alikc could bccorrre hcalers, alrhough a t'cartirl and extcrrdcd pnrcess of
spiritual prcparlriorr lraited thcm. Ahrrost hali of the nrcn and onc,-third of rhc
u,onren uhonr Lcc qrrcourrtcrc'd had cnrrred thc trancc sratc.lt ras I nruch-soughr-
af-tcr nrle. but it convcvetl no pcrnr;rnenr po\i.cr ()r luthority. Finlll1.. Jul'ho:rnsi
religicrus tlrirrkinu krcirtecl the source of t'vil antl rrrislirrrunc <lutsidc ofthc corrr-
rrrunity irr rhr .tctivin ofthe gods and tnccs()r\ rirher rhxn rvithin socictv in thc
lirrnr ofsorccrcrs or u,irches.Thc curing darrccs brought thc cortrtrrurrirv rogethel
unitcd againsr thc cxtcrnal and supcrtr:rtural crrcrr\'.

The Chumash of Southern Calfornia
lithe SauJu/'lroansi pcople pruvidc I rvirrdorv inro rhc liti.ofat least onc norladic
lnd long-csublishctl garhcring and hunainla socicrv. rhc (lhunrash arc nx)rc rcpre-
scnlrtivc of th()sc htcr post-lce Age Paleolithic peoplcs tvho settlcd iD pcrtlanclrr
vill:rgcs and corrstructcd rrrore cornplcx socictir\.Ti)gcthcr rhe Sarr lnd rhe Chunrash
illustr.rte thc irrrrrrcnsc veriation rhirr \\€s possiblc rvithin rhc lirnits ofa garhcring
lnd hrrnting tr';rv of lili'.

Locatcd in \ourhcrn (lalifbrnia in rhe vicinin ofprcrenr-drl S.rnra lJarbarl. tht,
Ohunrash occupicrl I richer;urd nrore vlricd enr.ironnrcrrt rhltr did thc San. Speak-
irrg a sc'rics ofrchtcd clillccts. thc_v lived along thc c().r\t. in rhc irrrrrrerli.rte interior.
.tttrl on a scrics oioflihore islands.Thus they $.crc;tblc to rlr.ll.on thc rc\ourccs oi
thc scJ Js rvcll .rs those of rhc land to slrppor! l rrrueh rrrorc dcnscly scctlcd popu_
lrtion ol'pcrlups :o,ooo pcople whcn rhcy finr cncounrercd the Sparrish irr rhc six-
accntn cclrtur\''

Althouqh rlrc .rrca had been spanely occupied firr rbout lo,ooo yciri, the hi\-
rorv ol'its pcoplc corrrcr into shrrpcr lircus orrly in rhc ccnturics of rlrr, (_'orlrrron
Er:t.The fint rrrillcrrrriurrr r:-t,. wirnessccl a gr<lving poprrhti<xr. thc overhuutirrg and
dcplction of dccr hercls in thc intt'rior, likcly lix)d sh()rt;rgcs. .rrrd conscquerrrlv
irrcrclsirrg lclcls oiviolcncc arrtl rvtrlrrc anrong rivll grorrps. Evidencc tilr this vio_
lcrrcc is liruntl irr thc hrgc nur.bcr .f skelet.nr *irh bashctl-in skulls.r lrn^r'and
rPclr s,ouncls.Tltcn. in the sertr.rl ccnturies .rticr r rSo < .t,.. rhc (jhunrash.
.rccording to .r r)()trd scholar. "crcatecj in ctltirclv ncrv s,rcien..".. Whcrc,as
(hc hi\torl oi rhc Sln is nr.rrked hv long-tcrnr corrrintriticr rvith a disranr
pilir. rhc (:hunl.lsh cxperierrced an crrr;|ordinan tr.rnstirrrrr.rtion.

A nr,rjor clerrrcrrt of rlur transfbrnr;rtion l* in a rcrrrtrk.rble rcchn()l()g_
ic;tl innor';rriorr - rhc crcatiorr of I phnkccl cilll()c. ()r trrlrol-ln occ;rn_
going resscl \()nlc t\vcnt\.to rhirrv li'ct long and rvith ,r crrgo clpacitv of
two rons. (lalled "thc. nx)st tcchnic:llly sophisricrtcd n.ucrcraft dcvek4rctl
in rhe Ner,v W<rrkl." the tonr<rl c:rrrre into gcner:rl trsc :rnrurrd tooo (..L,:r,
[]uilding or orvrring onc oithese vcssels br<rught irrrrncnsc presrige. rve;rlth.
lnd porvt'r. irrjectirrg.r ncs. clcnrenr oiirrequaliw into Churruslr socicrt. Thc,
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I Comparison
ln what rvays, and why,
did Chumash culture differ
from that of the san?

The Chumash of Solthern
California

Iffi-tct'""r
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lnetbLriLlcrs org.rrizr'd thctrrselves tntcr

.rn clitc crrlt guild, drc llrorhcrhood of
thc Ttrnrol, rvhiclr tttotlrpolizcd cltroc
pnxlucritrn ltrd hc thc rools. ktrorvl-

cdge. :rnd s.reretl tttcdicittc lssocirted

sith thcsc' boats.Tlte (()ul()l \tirrlLlhrcd

l trlossonring oi rrldc llong the ctust

lnd betuccrr rhc r'tr.tst :rntl thc islatrds ls

plrnt lixrd. .rttitl.tl pnrtlttr'rs. tools. lnd

A Chumash Tomol

A 1e(hnologicdlly sophrslr

caled seago'ng canoe. lhe
lomol,shown hete in a aon'

lemp0rarY drawrng, was

conslrLrled lrom redwood

or pine planks 5ewn

togethel and caulked wrlh

hard tar and prne pilch ln

re(enl de(ades. Chumash

descendanls have buill 5ev

er.rl tomols and paddlcd

them frorn lhe Criifornr.r
m,r'rl.rnd lo the Ihlnncl
lslinds, re creatrng.] vovilge

lhal iheI dlslanl .']nce<lors

h,rd made manv lime\
These ieenaclmen!\ wor.
parl o{ an effon lo pr€servr

for Iuture generalions lhe
cullure and tradilions ol lhe

an(renl Chumash lGivLor.r

(o.ril I on\ervrn.y;Redtn$. bv

bclds norv rrt.rrerl rcgttl;rrlt .ttttotrg ()hut ;rsh cottrnrrrnities Thc tro:rts ;rlso ntlcle

possiblc clccp-sc.t tisbing. sith srvonlfislr. centr.rl () (lhutrt:rsh rcligiou' pr'rericc'

IterrrF the nr.rst higltlr lrlzc.l ltl(l lr('srt$i()ll\ (rlr.h

ln othcr rvuys ,rs $cll. rhc rrutcrill lifi'of the (lhrttn:rsh $':ts f'tr tttore eleborltc

tlr:rtr thar oftlre San.Thcv livctl irr nrund. pernrlncrrr. subst:rrrti.rl h(}uscs. coverccl bv

{rlss or recrls. sontc oirlrctrt titiv ti'ct ill diltrrercr ltrd.rblc ro holtl lrP rc scvcnty

p".rple. Ev.'ry villrrg.' h:r.l its orvn srvelahottse. burlt partirllv rtn'lcrgnrtttrd and

cntcretl through ltr opclring itr thc nrtlf. Soapstotre borvls. $rxrtlctt Pl'lrc\' bclutililll)'

clccontcd rcc.l lraskets. atrtl a v.lrictv ofitctrls ttt:ltlc iroln lrotlc or shcll rcflccttcl 't

plrtern oi tcchn(tlogicll irttrov.ttion tlr bcvontl tlrlr <rithc S.ttt

A resource-rich cnvinxtnttnr..r gros iltg lttl scttlcd p()Ptllltl()ll' tlourishirlg

c()Dlnlcrcc. .rncl rcclrnolocic.tl innovltion eorrrbine.l to prorlttcc \()lllcthitlg lhJt

schollrs not long.tgo lvotrltl hlvc consitlerctl irttpossible-'l ttt'trkct cconotltv

r|ll()D!l i q.r!hcrin[J antl httttritrg pcople. W lrcrc:rs rhc ccol)otlri' Iilt'oith.' Serr \"rs

r.,gulltcd alrrrost cnrirclv b) cusroDl lDd trltlirion. rhlt oitlrc (ihuttreslr itrvoh,ctl

iurp.rrtant clcnrents of .r ru.trkt'r-blscd sysrcnr: individualr ll'tit)g ()Llt oi I pnrlit

nlotiv!': tht usc of nr(rnc\'. itl tlrc litrlll of srringcd hc:rtls: rcgtlllriott oi rhc strpplv

oinroncv to prcvcrrt itrd.lti(ttl: sPcci;rlizetl pnrtlucriolr ('i!;(x)ds {tl( h 'tr lrcltls' sronc

trxrls. cart<rcs. .rtt.l baskctr: prtccr lttached to vlriotls itt'tlls: p'll'ntettt li)r 'tJrvi(cs

lrro!irled tr-v dlnccrs. hcrlcrs..tttr.l [rtrricrs:.tttJ priv.ttc orvncrshtP ()l-''ln(]cs' storcs

oi fixrd. .rnr.l sorttc tools. fltis ts horv .rn clrlv SPltrish obscrvcr tlcrcribetl rhc

(lhunrash in t7t)::

All there lndi.rnr,rrc lirrrtl of rr.rtli. .rrtd t onrrltcrcc. Tllcl tr'r'lc licqtrcttrlv Nirh

thosc ofllrt tnoLttrt.rins, trrirrulrtg thcrtt tirlr .rrrtl lrc.ldrrrrk rshit:h ther cxihlnqc

tbr scccls ,rnd sh.ts lr oi tix'ikirt .rntl .r kirrtl oi l-rl.rnkct ' Whcrt rhcv tr;dc tirr

pnrfir. be.rclr circulitc ,rrrrtrnq rhcrtt .ts ifrhct rlcrc tttoncl. lrciltg ttrtlllll oll lotlll

rhrcitis. .rt_cordinq ro thc qrc.ttt r or sttullcr rve.rlrh ofc'rch ottc 'flx 
'e strirrq'

oibc.rcls... rrc ttrcd bv thc trrcrl () .rtlortt thcir hc.rds rnd lirr 'rrll'rr''- 
-fhcv

.rll ttr:rlic.t shtrv trithtir *c.lltlt rthich rhcv.lhvlvs rvcrr in stglrt ort thcir hc'rds'

rr lrcrrcc tt r. r.rLcn ti,r g.rrtrhlirrg .rrrtl rr'rtlir'Lirrg r-

Ho$'ditlcrent is.rll this liorlr rhe litc oithc'Ju/'lrornsi! l)crrnirrcrrtl,v scttled vil-

hges. r.ttrgitlg in size tirrnt scvcrll htttt'lrcd to il thousiltrd p('oplc' rvortld h'lc strtlek

rlte sJn ;ls unsust.ri .rbh l.rrgc ..oIrplre.l to tltcir own rrrobilc cutttl'. rrf t$t'ttn-livc
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to filir people- The specialized skills of thr' (--hurrrrsh probablv sould hl,c sur-
priscd drc Jul'hoatxt. bccausc lll San pcoplc posscssrd pretry uluch thc s.rl)e sci ol
skills.Thc San no doubr trruld havc becn.rpprllerl bv thc public displav of se.rlrh.
thc inrpulse towlrd privlrc .rccunruhriorr. rnd rhc inequalitics oi (lhunush socic,n.
A bc;rnkin .apc, \\'orD onlv trv thc r'litc ofclnoc <trvuers ltrd vill:rgc chie8. nrarkcd
the bcginuings ofclass distinctions, as dirl buri.rls. rr.hich serc tlr nrore elaborarc ibr
thc rvcalthy arrd their childrcn rhan firr corrrnrorrcrs. Mcrtrbcn r.rf rhc Bnxhcrhood
ofthcTbnrol oftt'rr rvere buric'd with plrts oftlrcir clnoes.

l'crlraps nrost ofli'nsile to thc egalir:rrian and irrdcpcrrdcrrr Jul'hoansi rvould
lravc bccn the cnlrrlleDcc of a pcrnrucnt lnd hcredittrv politicll clire aDrong the
(lhurrrash. High-runking (lhuuush chieti. who inhcrited rhcir positions through
rhc rrralc line, cxt'rcised contnrl ovcr il n!rlrbcr ofcorrrrrrunitics, but cach village :rlso
hacl its own chiel, vrmc ofrvhonl were woulcD.Thcsc political lcldcr:i. all ofrvhonr
rverc llvr canoc owners. h'd thcir peoplc in rrrr, presitlcrl ovcr rc'ligious ritulls.lnd
regul.rtcd thc flourishing trldc rhar tbllow.t'd thc irrvcnriorr of the tonrol. Thcy also
tr.rntcd the datcs firr pt'riodic tb;lsts. during which tlon:rrions rnd cclllcctiorrs lirrrn
the scllth-v wcrc used to ieccl the po()r Jnd to set .rsidc sonrcthing firr a rainv cl,l,.-

This eflbrt .rt rcdistriburing rvcalth nright havc c.rrncd thc rppr<rr.al of tht,

-lu/'ho.rnsi, rvho continuallv sought to lcvcl ln1 soci.rl lnd ccononric clisrinctions
JnX)Dg thc'Dselvcs.

Wharcver rhc Ju,/'hoansi nrighr har.c thought. thcsc trrnstirrrn.rtions-tcchtro-
krgic.rl. cconorlic. social. rntl politicll-cre.rred a rrrorc unificcl .rrrtl nrorc pclccful
liti' .rnrong thc Ohunrash in thc scvcnrl ccrrturics aftcr r t_io. Earlicr paterns ofvio-
It'rrcc .tpp.rrentll subsided as specialized cr:rtis.rrrcl cnlrancsd tridc evcned ()ut rhe
distribrrtiorr of fbod. makiug rarious (lhurrrash corurrrunitit's dcpcndcrrr on one
Jn()th!'r. More tirrnral politicd leldc.rship cnabled thc pe'acctful rr,soludorr of dir-
putcs. rvhich fi>rnrcrly had hcen n'solvc'cl irr battlc. Frer;ucnr cclcbnrions servcd ro
brirrg vrrious (lhrrrrrash villagcs togcrhcr. rvhilc a socicrv-rvide orglrrizrrion ofrirual
cxpcrrs prcvitlt'd vct anorher integrating nrc'chanistrr. Tlresc translirrnr:rriorrs reprc-
sent rr rcmarkablc achievenrcnt, cspccially bt'c.rusc rhcy iurnrducctl in a garhc,ring
lnri lrurrting society ntany socill clerrrcrrts rrorrrrlllr, ;rssocilted orrlv rvith agricul-
runl pcoples. Horvever, the c()rling of tlrc Europeans. rvith thcir guns, diseasrs. and
rnissionlrics. hrgclv destroyed Ohurrrash socictr itr thc ccrrrurits lirllorving thrr cpic
cncountcr. Thc nrobrlc San. irr thcir rcrrrorc loc;rtion. wcre lblc ro nrescrve their
$,.rvs of lifs tlr lorrger thirn the nxrrc \crtlcli, .rn(l rhcrctirrr. r'ulrrcrablc. Chunrash.
who wcre lniblc to avoid the po*'erfil lc\\.c()ntcr\.

't+ Reflections: The (Jses of the Paleolithic
Evcn s hcn ir is abour a plsr ls disrant as rhc Palcolithic cr.t. thc s(udv of history is
.rlso lbour th<xe rvho tell it irr the prcsent. V/c search the past. .rlrvlt,r. firr our orr.n
purp()scs. For l lotrg tiure. nrorlcrrr pt'oplc lcrc inclirrccl to vicrl thcir lralcolithic
lnccsrors is prrtnitivc or supcrsririorrs. unalrlc to cxcrcise contnrl ovcr naturc. and
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igrrorant of its srrrkingr. Such .r vic\\' \\.1s. ofcourst'. a kind of seltlcolrgratulatiott '
dcsigrrcd to highlight thc "pnrgrcss" ol rrr()dern huntukincl. It ses a srt ofsasing'

"Look horv f.rr rvc h;rvc conte."

In nrorc rectnt dce.rdes. gnrt ing nutltbc'n ofpe'ople. disillusioned s ith nlodcr-

nin. have looked to thc l)llcolithic cra lirr ltrarcri.rl sith rvhich to criticizc' rathcr

tharr cclcbr:rtc. cotltclllporiir\. liii. Fentilrists hlvc tirund in gathering atld huntittg

pcoples:r rrrttch ntorc uctttlcr-ctlull rocict-v arlrl rcligious thinking that fi'atured drc

rlivinc lenrirrine. qtulirics rhar cncotrragingly suglcstcd thar Patriarch! rvas neithcr

inevitablc Dor etcrrl.ll- Envinrnnretltllists ltavt'sontctirtles idcrrtified pcoples in drc

dist:rnr past rvho rvcrc uttiquelv in ttlltc t'irh thc n.ltutal cnvironnrenr rlthcr thirtr

sceking to dotrrin.rtc it. Sottrc nutritioltists have .rtI'ocarcd ;r "Paleolithic dict" of

* iltl plants and anirl.tls ;ts u'ell suited to trrtr physiology Oritics ofnrodcrrr rrrarcri:rl-

ism arrcl cotrtpetitivc capitllisnt luvc lten dcliglrted to discover societies in rvhich

lalucs of sh;rring lnrl equrlitv prctlotrlinltcd (tt'cr those oi accutnulatiolr and hier-

archr'. Srill othcrs hilvc lskcd. in liglrt ofrhc long Paleolirhic cra' rvhethcr tlre csplo-

sive popularion tn.l ceotlonli( growth (tf reccnt ccnturics should be considcrcti

n.r.rrral .t, nirrural. l)crh.rPs thcv shoultl bc regarcled ls estrlordinan" possiblt evcn

pathologici . Firulll. rtre,rrclr lbout rhc l).rlcolithic cra has bccn extrcnrclf itnpor-

tiurt irr cff<rrrs bv cotrtemporlry gathcring :lnd hunting pcoples' or thcir dcscctl-

tl:rnts. ro trr,rintain ()r r!'.('\'cr rhcir oldcr irlentiticr lnlid the conflicting current\ of

urodcrn litt. All of rhcsc rtscr of thc l'llcolithic havc been 'r $a-v oi 'rrking"'Wh'rt
lrle rse krt itr tlrc Iruel rush to tlorle rnit-''r'. lrrd lt<lrv catt rse rccover it?'

Both thosc slro ltxrl *ith tlisrhirr orr Paleolithic "b:rcksardncss' Jnd tlr()sc

sho pr.rise. olten qttirc K)trr.rrrticxlh. irs sinrpliciry and equaliq scek to usc thcsc

Jlcic;t people tirr tlrcir orvtr purposcs. In our eflbrrs ro puzzlc out thc past' all of

us-historiatrs :rntl rtudenrs of histon vcr,v ttruch included-stanrl sotlrewhcrc'

Nonc of us can bc entirt'ly .lctlchccl rvlrclr rvc vierv rhe Past' but rhi\ ir not Itcr:cr-

sarilv a rnattcr f<rr rcgret. Wh.tt rve nu\' losc irr objcctivin'. rvc g3ilt itt passiotl'ttc

involvcnrcnt with thc historicll record rtld tht'rrrany peoplc who inlrirbit ir' l)espitc

its rcmotcttcss fmttt us in tinrc .lnd llliulncr oiliving' the Palcoliehic cra rcson'tes \till

in rhe r$cnw-finit cctrtrtry n'ttritrding trs ofour kinship rvith thcse distant pcoplc and

tlrc sigrrificrrrcc of th.rt kirrship ro finding ()ur ()wn way in a very diffcrent rvorld'

'.r 5ludenl (enle. '

What's the Signifi cance?

Paieolithic rock an

Venus tjgulnes

Dreamtime

Clovas culture

megafaunal extinction

$..o.J fhorghtu

Auslronesian migrattons
'the origrn.'tl affluenl

society-

5h.1man5

lrance dance

Paleolilhic seltling down

5an cullure

"insulting the meat-

Chumash culture

Brotherhood of the Tomol
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Big Pi€ture Questions

r. What is the significance of the Paleolithic era in world history?

2. In what r,yays did various Paleolithic societies differ from one another, and how did thev
change over time?

3. Which statements in this chapter seem to be reliable and solidly based on facts. and which
ones are more speculative and uncertain?

4. Horry might our attitudes toward the modern tvorld influence our assessment of paleolithic

societies?

l{ext Steps: For Further Study

David Christian, Ihis Fleeting Wotld: A Shott History of Humanity (zoo8). A lovely essay by a ror web ,,res .nd addirio.,lr
leading world historian, the first pan ofwhich provides a succinct survey ofthe paleolithic era. docunenr5,er.lred 10 rh,:

Erian M. Fagan. People ol the Eafth: An tntroduction to wottd tuehistory (2006). A gtobataccounr ;::iff::l::T:tT.,l,
ofeady human history. written by a leading archeologist.

Clive Gamble, fimewalkers: fhe Prchistory of Gtobal Colonization (2ooj). A beautifully written
account of the initialhuman settlement ofthe earth.

Sally Mc8realry and Alison S. 8.ooks.'The Revolution That Wasn't:A New Interoretation ofthe
Origin of Modern Hum anBehaviot,- loumal of Human Evolution J9 \2ooo). A long scholarly
article laying out the archeological evidence for the emergence of humankind in Africa.

Marjorie Shostak. Ll,'3a: fhe Life and Words of an lKung Woman (2ooo). A vivid first-person
ac(ount of a san woman's life in a twentieth-cenlury gathering and hunting society.

"Prehistoric Art,' http://wilcombe.sbc.edu/ARIHprehisto.ic.html#general. An art history Web site
with a wealth of links lo Paleolithic art around the world.


