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How did nomadic people influence civilized societies?  See below

Pastoral nomads  had most of the following characteristics:

1 dependent on hunting/gathering or herding

2 sometimes they farmed, but not extensively

3 domesticated animals - used them for food, clothing

4 followed migration routes

5 carried products between centers of civilization

6 passed ideas and technology on to different people

7 sometimes they attacked and overran settled communities and created empires

Indo-European Languages :  these languages have similarities b/c they were thought to have each 
come from the same parent tongue.  The languages spread through migration.  Examples:
Latin, Greek, Spanish, German, French and several others

Hittites :  Indo-European group who settled in present day Turkey. (See map, p. 32). Asia Minor.

1 the first known group to use iron weapons / Significance:  stronger and cheaper than bronze

2 created an empire 1600 BC-1200 BC that threatened the Egyptians

3 destroyed by "Sea Peoples" in 1200 BC - these are an group unknown to historians

The destruction of the Hittites and the weakening of Egypt allowed other small kingdoms to rise in the area…

Discuss:  How do you think iron-making technology spread from the Hittites to others?
through trade and migration / also maybe through warfare eventually

The Phoenicians

1 located on the eastern coast of the Mediterranean (see map p. 32)

2 began to expand their trade, power and prosperity throughout the Mediterranean

3 Goods:  purple dye, glass, lumber

4 great ships enabled them to become international trader, even as far as into the 

Atlantic Ocean (Britain) see map, page 32 again

5 most significant achievement:  The Alphabet, which had 22 letters.  This led to the Greek and 
Roman alphabets and those we use today.

Discuss:  Why would a trading empire like this want colonies?  Power increased, trade markets, 
access to other resources not available in their homeland, wealth
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The Israelites

1 they were a minor group in the area, but one of the world's major religions came from them

2 Judaism -  flourished there and eventually influenced Christianity as well

3 OLD TESTAMENT  -much of their history is recorded in this first part of the Christian Bible

A The Israelites:  descendants of Abraham, were taken into slavery in Egypt

B Moses:   led the Israelites out of slavery and back to Canaan around 1300 BC

C David:  a great king of Israel who moved the capital to Jerusalem

D Solomon:   David's son.  As king, he expanded government, army and trade.  He built the first
temple in Jerusalem.  Israel was at the height of power under him.

After Solomon's death, the kingdom of Israel split apart into two.  In 722, the Assyrians overran 
the Northern kingdom and sent them to other parts of their empire.  Many lost touch with each other.
The Southern kingdom was known as Judah.  They were sent by the Chaldeans to Babylonia, where
they stayed in exile until the Persians allowed them to return home many years later.  This period was 
known as the Babylonian exile.  The people of Judah survived and were called Jews.  The religion of 
Judaism derives its name from their name.

JUDAISM

monotheism :  believing in only one god.  Judaism is the first monotheistic religion

God:  according to the Jews, their God created the world and everything in it.  

God's promise:  to take care of the Israelites if they would obey him

Torah:  God's law, given to the Israelites / The Ten Commandments were part of this law

Covenant:  Promise between God and the Israelites:  He would protect them / they would obey

Discuss:  What are some of the Ten Commandments?   Only worship one God, no idols, do not take
the name of the Lord in vain.<<Religious  Moral>> do not steal, murder, commit adultery, lie etc

** How did these moral laws influence laws even today?  How are our government ideals based
in religious philosophies?

Some current legal ideas are based in religion:
1 people were equal before God's law 2 witnesses required to testify at trials

The Jewish people's belief in only one god set them apart from other people in western Asia.  They also
believe God sent prophets  to help the people see when they were not obeying God. They warned the 
Jews to repent and live according to God's commands. 

The Minoans (see Crete, on map p. 32) (2800 BC-1340 BC)

King Minos:  the civilization was named for this legendary king of Crete because of some 
similarities to his buildings

Knossos: (NAH suhs)  an enormous palace complex, which revealed a very rich culture
this palace had many rooms, even bathrooms and workshops for
crafting art works, great storerooms and brightly painted walls

Trade: the Minoans had a far-reaching empire based on trade.  They went as far as to 
Greece and Egypt

The End: the Minoans suffered a sudden, catastrophic collapse around 1450 BC.  No one
knows exactly why.  Some believe that a huge tidal wave was responsible.  Others 
believe that they were invaded by Mycenaeans from the Greek mainland.
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