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U4N RaTilsn: Uan kather reporting, with news and commantary.

The papers are full of pictures of soldiers, (ur newecasts are full of
ther too. woldiers on pabrol, soldiers daged in debris, soldiers

carrying soldiexrs toward safety or the grave, rorget tie politios of all
this for the moment, Forget about whether being in beirut means we're

o sueker. Forget about whether the invasiop of Grenada is

all is said and done, wham all the

have made their declsiouns and the

all nf that is done 1% all comes GOWI

e herc oY v
zood or bad. kemembey thig-when

politiciuns have had their say,
generals tiheld calculaticns, when
to individuals, It 211 oomes dowr 0 & peraon, A person has to pull

that trigger, teke that haill or Junp from the door of the plane, Thal's
wvhat I'm thinking about. The kid in the door of the plane, in & moment,

( ANNGUNCMENT ) | -
RATHER$ The Commander in Chief is up early. H
and ihey mske & decision and the words go out. Ihe Joint Chiefs nod and .
the calls are made amd the troops move out and suddenly a kid standse in
the door of a plane, He is a U.3. Hanger, It wes the Rangers who got
the arder to take that big airport at the gsouthwest tip of Grenada
yesterday, Thelr job is to drop through the air with a rifle cocksd and
ready. Their Job 18 to drop through the air and land on theixr feet and

~ achieve instant orientation and run and seige and shoot and subdue, »
mighty objective, who achieves 447 “here he is, standing in the plane,
The noise is great and the wind is a whistls and the plane pounces frow
+he mush of olonds ard the pon of air nockets ard thera's s aorent
unearkkly hum., He shouts to be heard and they're zotiing nearer the
sarget area and nearer and ready now and-now, The Jumpmaster smacke his
shoulder, sghouts go. 2we Ranger looks and moves to jump., That mowent.
Voesn't matter how many times he's done it, There's no way he can stand
in the loorway and look down and not be terrified becamsc ne doesn't
know, docsnt know 1f he's jumping into death, wWhat does he think in that
apli% second betwezen fest on the edge and over the edge? That big airline
that went down in San Diego & few years 8goj the pilot knew he was &
goner end as the 747 tumbled toward eavth he said-they're his laat words,
they were on the black box-he said, "we're going down, I love you ia."
what sre. the thoughts of a Ranger when he jumpa from a plane? what ere
the thoughts »f a Marine when the landing craft hits the surf and he
parrels out, rifls high and his legs going like pistons and it's &ll,
"rexe that lemd, boy. Buy that real estate,® Gerard Mamley Hopkins wrote
a poam that rsked a zood ruestion. He wrote, "wby do we 2ll, meelng &
Boldier, pless nimy" 1 taink part or 1v, for agericans,; 1is That a.

nof

¢ meets with the advisora

t

: i > T y ; i PR P e o e B ‘

civilian head of ztote, whe ie the Commander of hlel & Shir AXmEd soxves
v ) o F RS P N - -y <4 L IPTRP ¥ . T e~ Aot
makes o Geclaion Gnu the callr go sub and suddenly o by sfands ix thc
Agorway, a ‘ot of hoys, ant - a moment they are better thanm uz as

“y
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, a ur
they meke their spectacular leap of fate.
Now please, this message.
( ANNOUNC M T )

RATHER: Dar Hather reporting, CBS News.
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