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XVI The Protestant Reformation 1517-1600 

1)  Martin Luther & The Protestant Reformation 

2)  THINK/WRITE 

3) The Catholic Church had been the ___________________ institution & ____________________ of 
Europeans for centuries. But by 1500, the Church’s power was in decline for numerous reasons: 

1) Struggles with __________________________rulers 
2) Many people criticized church 

a) _____________________________ (Review Great Schism) 
b) Practices 
c) Doctrine __________________________ 

4) The problems with the Church were numerous: 

1) Materialism: many of the _________________________ lived lives of ________________ using 
_______________________ of the people – many of whom were _________ & gave sacrificially. 

2) Favoritism: the church often granted ____________________ positions to people who would 
______________________________________________ for them. They also practiced nepotism: 
granting positions to people based on __________________________________ ties.  

3) Immortality: despite the clergy’s vows of __________________(they would not 
______________________________) – still of these leaders engaged in illicit relationships. Some of 
these even resulted in illegitimate children. 

4) Indulgences: by far the most ______________ practice was the __________________________. These 
started out as having people give __________________ for sins they _______________  to the priests. 
Over time, it escalated to where the Church told people that if they paid money, their 
____________________________________________. If they did not, or if they didn’t pay “enough,” it 
would not go well for them. 
 
John Tetzel was famous for the saying red (ppt) & being the heaviest promoter of indulgences. 
 

5) Two men were vocal critics of certain church practices & teachings in the _________________ centuries.  

John Wycliff: questioned __________________________ – he believed the Bible taught that all men 
__________________, and the pope was no better than other and could ______________ about issues.  

Jan Hus: believed the Bible taught that _______________________ the Catholic Church to go to God for them 
or help them confess their sins. Instead, he said people who had __________________________ as the Savior 
could go to God on their own at any time. Why would this bother Church? 
______________________________ Jan Hus was _______________________ for promoting this belief.  
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6) Martin Luther: at first was a German _____________, one night, he was caught in a violent __________ & 
promised God that if he was delivered safely, he would devote himself to God. After this he: 

1) Became a student of _________________ & began to study the ________________relentlessly. 
2) Took _____________ & became a Catholic _______________ where he continued his study.  
3) Began to see many ______________________ with the Catholic Church & he wrote them down. 

7)  95 Thesis: on ________________________, he nailed a copy of his ___________________ to the door of 
the church at ____________________. His ideas ___________________ through Europe and many joined the 
_________________.  

What things might have been written in the 95 Thesis? 

 

8)  Diet of Worms: Diet = __________________ – Worms = _______________________ 

Luther was _____________________ before church council to face charges as a ________________ 
(__________________________________________). He was told to recant (____________________) his 
viewpoint, but he refused & said, “________________________________.” He was ______________ & he 
feared for his life, so he ____________________________ for more than a year at a friend’s castle.  

9) While at the castle, he _____________________ the Bible from _______________ to _______________. 
This was the first time a ____________ had been accomplished. What would be the importance of this? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10)  He also solidified his Theology (____________________________________). He promoted these beliefs: 

1) Salvation: was by faith in Jesus as Savior, not by any works or actions. 
2) Priesthood of Believers: believers in _____________ could go to _____________on their own & did 

not need a ____________________. 
3) The Bible: was the ________________ on what was __________________, not what the 

________________________________said.  

11)  Changes: many people broke away and some churches began conducting their services in 
___________________, rather than in ______________. Benefit: ______________________. Even 
_____________ men & women left the Church. _______________ renounced his vows as a monk & married a 
____________________________. 

12)  Effects of the Protestant Reformation: 

Protestant – comes from the word ________________ because of all the church problems. 

Reformation – _______ – _________ – big _____________came about when many _________________ & 
began following __________________________.  

One effect was that many __________________ wars broke out between ________________________. 
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13)  Another effect: Church Power weakened further because many broke away. In ____________________, 
______________________ wanted to ______________________________ his wife because she did not 
_________________________. The Pope would not allow it, so he ______________________________ out of 
England & began his own Church known as the ___________________ or ___________________. 

14)  Protestant Sects Emerged: as people left the Catholic Church, they formed different ______________ 
(______________________) because they disagreed with each other about certain issues such as 
_______________________.  

15)  The Council of Trent 

Pope Paul III named a ___________________________ in ______________ to determine how to 
_________________________________ in the Catholic Church. They met for ___________________ and 
upheld many of the Church’s doctrines including: 

1) __________________________ for clergy  
2) the supreme leader was the __________________ 

One change was that the _____________________________________________ was forbidden. 

16)  What year did Gutenberg make his changes to the printing press? __________ 

What happened in Europe by 1500? ____________________________________________________. 

This “reformation” & protest happened in _________… What was different about the response to Martin 
Luther as opposed to John Wycliffe & Jan Hus? ______________________________________. 

Why was this? _______________________________________________________________________.  

 


