
FOCUS SHEET - Name  _________________________________

Chapter VIII:  The Byzantine Empire and Emerging Europe 
(also Christianity/Fall of W. Rome)

Progression of Christianity in the Roman Empire ch. VIII
50 AD - the Christian faith was noticeable in the Roman province of Judea
1st-2nd Centuries - Christians were persecuted off and on depending on the emperor
313 AD - Edict of Milan made Christianity legal and proclaimed official tolerance
391 AD - Christianity became the official state religion in the Roman Empire

Christianity  was spread by                                            throughout the empire and beyond.
The church developed a                                            based on the authority and the
leadership of                                and eventually of the                              in Rome. Monasteries
were communities where                                               devoted themselves to the faith.

L-1:  The First Christians p. 178-182

After the fall of the                                part of the                                  ,  a new civilization
formed in Western Europe.  It blended                      major influences:  1)   ____________  
people who moved into the area before the fall of the empire  2) _____________________                               
and 3)                                       later known as the                                               .

Judaism in the Roman Empire

The                               area of                          was far from the city of Rome  (see map p. 180)
in the far                                part of the empire.  Some Jewish people tried to get along with the
                            , others                                        ,  and some (the  __________                         
called for the violent                           of Roman rule.  This resulted in a revolt that was crushed
by the Romans in                       .  They also destroyed the Jewish                                         .

A few decades before this, a Jewish baby named                     was born, and when he grew
up, he made claims that caused great                            within the Roman Empire as his
followers spread the new                                   views known as Christianity.

The Teachings of Jesus p. 179

Many years before Jesus was born, the Jewish scriptures, now recorded in the 
                                            of the Bible told of a promise that their God made to the Jews:  He
would send a                                to "                               .  The Jews had waited and longed 
for this Savior for hundreds of years.  When                               claimed to be this Messiah, it
                           many people.  The Jews had always thought that they would be delivered from
the Romans, but Jesus offered another kind of deliverance:  a                                      from
their                and                        (eternal                    ) after death for those who believed
in Jesus.  He called His followers to show                         ,  charity and love to others. 

The Jews who wanted a                                      over the Romans did not believe Jesus' claims
and were                        with his message.  Soon, he was turned over to the prefect (                     )
of Judea -                               .  Pilate ordered Jesus to be                                   .  This was a
Roman method of                                by being                                                   .  Three days
after His public execution, His followers                             and said He had                       
from                        .  They believed that this proved that He was the                            and that
He was the                                  .
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Christianity Spreads Through the Empire p. 180 ch. VIII

Many of Jesus' followers spread the word about His                ,                        , death and

                            .  They taught that Jesus's death paid for the                                    . By

                                as Savior, people could have eternal life and by                       from

their                 and reconciled to God.  The followers called this message the                    or

"                           "  about Jesus. 

The Apostle                   was the main person who spread this "gospel."  These early followers

of Jesus recorded his                                          in what later became known as the 

                               of the Bible.  The Bible is the most                            book in history.

By                        , there were many Christian                                :  people who are sent with a

religious                            , hoping to convert others.  Christianity eventually spread from the

                                                  which spoke                    - to the                           Roman 

Empire which spoke                        .

Roman Persecution of Christians p. 181

The Romans were usually                          of other religions, but they began to change their 

attitude against the Christians because they                                                         and

                          .  The Roman government began to                                     the Christians;  this

caused them much                              and even                                        .  As time went on,

the persecution would lessen or grow, depending of the                                            .  Despite

this, Christianity continued to                                          throughout the empire and beyond.

The Roman Empire Adopts Christianity p. 181

Christianity strengthened in the                                                      because the church structure

became more                                       .                                began to exercise control over church

communities (                                         ).  Church leaders (                               ) had distinct jobs.

Why was  Christianity able to grow and spread despite heavy persecution?

1 Christianity was                          and offered                                   to people

2 People could relate to Jesus, who                               himself to                      them

3 It did not require expensive or painful initiation - Christian initiation was by water                   .

4 It fulfilled the human need to                      .  People helped each other and Christianity was
                                           .  This appealed to :                                                         

5 313 AD:                                          was passed by the emperor                                              ,
who had seen a vision of a cross before a battle.  This Edict of Milan proclaimed official
                                    of Christianity and made it legal within the empire.

6 380 AD:  the emperor Theodosius made Christianity the                                                       of 
    the Roman Empire.
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L-2:  The Decline of Rome p 185-188 ch. VIII

There were many problems in the Roman Empire.  These added up over decades and 
to 
to fall in                                .  The problems were:

1 Civil Wars

2 No workable political system: A. (22 Emp. In 50 yrs.)

B

3 Outside Invasions: From the east: From the west: 

4 Population decline:

5 inflation:

6 tax increases:

7 traditional values declined:

8 lack of technological advancement:

9 vast size:

Reforms by Diocletian and Constantine p. 186

These emperors made significant changes to try to save the Roman Empire.  They thought
the empire had grown too large for one ruler so:

Diocletian: 1 divided the empire into               parts called prefectures .
2 each had a different                  .  This was known as a tetrarchy:  rule

by four people.                             had ultimate authority.

Constantine 1 because it would be easier to                          the frontier, he moved the 
capital to                              .  This "                               " was 
eventually renamed                                           in his honor.

So, these changes brought some                                relief, but because of ALL the 
problems, over                                , the empire fell in the west.                             from 
Europe conquered Rome in                       .  This is the date for the fall of the western part
only.  The                                 part would continue for almost 1000 years. (Byzantine Empire)
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L-3:  The Early Christian Church p. 189-191 ch. VIII

By the                                        , the Christian Church had developed a system of organization 
and leadership - they had established:

1 parishes:
2 bishopric  (or diocese): a group of                              led by an                                    .
3 leading cities: each headed by a ________________                         

1 2 Jerusalem 3 Antioch 4

                began to assert primary authority over the others.
The Bishop in Rome would soon be known as                                                Western Christians
accepted this, but the Christians in the                    did not.  This became the accepted 
structure of the                                              that was based in Rome.
Pope Gregory I (The Great)

1 strengthened the power of the                             (office of  _______________)

2 took control of Rome and the surrounding                                 .  These would later come

to be known as the                              States.

3 ^^^^^ This gave the papacy                                 power

4 it increased the pope's authority over the                               Christians

The Monks and their Missions p. 190

Monk:       one who sought to live life                           from regular                           society
in order to                                              to God.

Monasticism: the                                         of living as a monk

But it was hard to live a                               life, and soon monks began to live in communities
where they old provide a                                                to the rest of society.

Benedict:  founded a monastic house and established rules that came to be used by
other                                          groups.  These were known as the Benedictine Rules.

1 primary focus: (idleness was the enemy of the soul)
2 private                                     was important
3 they gathered for                               and worship
4 Abbott: _______________________ / he had complete authority
5 took a vow of                                (gave up possessions)

Monasticism:  was critical to the formation of the new                                  civilization after 
the fall of                                Rome.  They:

1 provided:
2 provided:
3
4 became centers of learning:

A. passed                                  traditions forward
B. copied ____________________

5 Missionaries: 
A. spread                                            in Europe. 
B. converted                                               people from                                       lands
C. Nuns: women who dedicated themselves to God and lived in     ______________     
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L-4:  The Age of Charlemagne p. 192-195 ch. VIII

The                              people (see map. P. 193) had begun to move into the Roman Empire

by the                                  .        .  By                         , the western Roman Empire had been

replaced by various states ruled by                                            .  Pretty soon, Roman power

                                      and the Germans were the                                    force in Europe.

The Kingdom of the Franks <<<<< From where does the name "France" come? p. 192

The most                                    and                         of the Germanic kingdoms was the kingdom

of the Franks…they:

1 were established by                        , a strong leader who became the first German ruler to

convert to                                   in 500 AD.  Legend has it that Clovis was losing

a battle and he                                  he would convert to Christianity if he won the

battle.  He                             …he converted

2 his conversion won him support from the                                                                (the 

Christian church was now called this in western Europe)

3 He                            many tribes and merged them into a                        kingdom which took

in parts of present day                      and parts of Germany.

4 He died, his sons divided his kingdom, & this caused the Franks to lose power until the 8th c.
In                            , Charles MARTEL and his men defeated invading ____________        

at the       Battle of Tours        .  This was extremely important because it:

___________________________________________________________

Charlemagne: Charles Martell's grandson, who expanded the Franks kingdom once again.

His name means: Charles the Great He established the Carolingian

Empire.  It covered much of                       Europe. Charlemagne's Kingdom:

1 was run by Charlemagne's                                     and German nobles (counts)

who acted as                                 representatives.

2 Missi dominici:                                       who were sent to make sure the ____________                  

were loyal to Charlemagne.

3 promoted                              and learning, especially in                            .

4 expanded in territory as Charlemagne's reputation and prestige grew - he was

soon the most                                       ruler in Europe.

On                                       , in 800 AD- the                        crowned Charlemagne as
                                             .  This symbolized the joining of three elements of culture:

1 Roman As these traditions blended, it would help to                           Europe in many

2 Germanic ways.  It tied people of differing _____________________________________
3 Christian together.  Because of this, Charlemagne is often known as the

                                                                     .
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L-5:  The Byzantine Empire (p. 196-199) ch. VIII

After the Western Roman Empire fell in 476 AD., the Eastern part survived and developed into a 

new empire:                                            .  The most famous emperor was named

                              ,  who ruled from 527-565 AD.  He wanted to re-establish the Roman Empire in 

the Mediterranean.  Under Justinian, the Byzantines:

1 Re-gained much territory of the old Roman Empire (most was lost after his death)

2 Codified old Roman Law:                                                       was the last product

of Eastern Roman culture to be written in                           .  It is often referred to

as                                                  - it was the basis of law in the Eastern Roman

Empire.  It has had great                            on many other legal systems.

However, the Byzantines (like the                            ) had many serious problems:

1 too much                                    made it difficult to                        and communicate

2 little                                           in the treasury

3 attacks from                              in the east and from                           in the north

4 conflict between the                                               in the west and the Eastern 

                                          Church in Byzantium.  The conflict was mainly due to a 

                                                    Papal authority.  This caused a SCHISM or               

between the two                           of Christianity.

5 The rise of                                 .  This was a powerful new force that was threatening

the                                          part of the empire.

The Byzantine Empire was a                                             state that spoke                           .  Latin,

which had always been spoken in Italy during the Roman Empire, fell into disuse.  Greek

became the                              language.  Other characteristics:

1 The Emperor's                                 was absolute

2                                              was the largest city in Europe and was the center of trade

3 Justinian initiated incredible building projects like the Haggia Sophia

4 Revival: in the 10th-11th centuries under the                                               emperors, 

the Byzantines increased in prosperity for a while, until

                                                   caused decline.
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