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Name: _________________________________ 

Progressive Era Vocabulary 

Term or Person Identification/Definition Picture 

Muckraker 
 
 

 

 
 
 

An American journalist, photographer, and 
social reformer who publicized the crisis in 

housing, education, and poverty at the height 
of immigration during late 19th century; 
wrote How the Other Half Lives (1890)  

  
 Established in 1909 and America's oldest and 

largest civil rights organization; ensures the 
political, educational, equality of minority 
groupe citizens in the U.S. and eliminates 

race prejudice 
 

Ida Tarbell 
 
 
 

An American writer, investigative journalist & 
leading muckraker; wrote The History of the 
Standard Oil Company, which exposed the 

illegal means used by Rockefeller to 
monopolize the early oil industry 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Ida B. Wells 

 
 

 
Jane Addams & 

Settlement 
Houses 

 

A center for neighborhood social services and 
social reform activities typically located in 

densely populated urban areas; Jane Addams 
created the Hull House - helped immigrants 

adapt to America 
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Frances Willard An American educator, temperance 

reformer, and women’s suffragist; her 
influence was important to the passage of 

the 18th & 19th Amendments; also the 
National President of Woman’s Christian 

Temperance Union  
Susan B. 
Anthony 

A pioneer crusader for women’s suffrage in 
the U.S.; president of the National Woman 
Suffrage Association; her work helped pave 

the way for the 19th Amendment (1920) 

 

 
Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton 

An abolitionist, human rights activist and one 
of the first leaders of women’s rights 

movements; drafted the first organized 
demand for women’s suffrage in 1848 at the 

Seneca Falls Convention 

 “Trust buster,” conservationist and 
supported progressive reforms; served as 
26th President of the U.S. and passed the 

Pure Food and Drug Act, which established 
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to 

regulate food safety 
 

Conservationism  
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 Communicating with any official in the 
legislative or executive branch for the 

purpose of attempting to influence 
legislative or administrative action or a 

ballot issue 
 

Poll Tax  

 
Referendum  

 
Meat Inspection 

Act 
 

 
Progressive Era 
& Movement 

A period of great social, political, and 
economic reforms needed after the corrupt 

Gilded Age; people who questioned the 
dominance of corporations (businesses) in 

society and tried to restore economic 
opportunities, and correct injustices in 

American life  

Pure Food and 
Drug Act 

 

 
Square Deal Enacted by President Theodore Roosevelt; a 

set of policies that attempted to prevent 
further labor abuses and improve workplace 

safety, protect the natural landscape, and 
improve overall health and wellbeing of 

Americans 
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19th 
Amendment 

 

 
  

 
18th 

Amendment 
 

 
W.E.B. Dubois An African-American sociologist, historian 

author, editor, and activist who was the most 
important protest leader during first part of 

20th century; helped create the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People (NAACP) 
 

Social Gospel A movement started when Protestant 
ministers began to call for social reform, 
intent to apply Christian ethics to solve 
social problems; failed to impact reform 

movement 

 
17th 

Amendment 
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 An African-American educator and reformer, 
founded Tuskegee Normal and Industrial 
Institute in 1881 and the National Negro 
Business League (1901); most influential 
spokesman for Black Americans between 

1895-1915 

 
Initiative  

 
16th 

Amendment 
 

 
Women’s 
Suffrage 

 

 
  


