
FOCUS SHEET - Name  ______________________________

Chapter II:  The Spread of Civilization p. 23
As you read, be thinking about how  geography affected the development of civilization.  ALSO 

think about how civilizations affected each other.  Look at the map on page 25.  Notice how the 

civilizations were spread across the world. What might have been some similarities between them?

1)  available fresh water     2)  moderate climate   3) fertile soil   4)  geographic protection

Vocabulary Words, People, Places and Key Points:
L1  Egypt p. 26

The Nile River:  This was the    LONGEST  river in the world and it was critical to life in Egypt.

1)  3) 

2)  4)  

The Nile flowed from __________________ to ________________, then emptied into the Medit-

 terranean Sea.  Note map on page 27.  What is unusual about Upper/Lower Egypt because of this?

Geography helped to protect Egypt   1)  Desert -

HOW? 2) The Red Sea- 

3)  The Mediterranean Sea - 

Life in Egypt was stable and constant, unlike in       _____________        , where violent ____________

were unpredictable and there was a constant threat from ______________.  The floods of the Nile

were easy to __________________ and __________________, because they came at the same

time each year.  These floods left behind ______________ which increased soil _______________

and provided food.

Polytheistic -  

Dynasty -

Pharaoh - 

Bureaucracy

Three Major Periods:  Old Kingdom, Middle Kingdom, New Kingdom

Old Kingdom (2700 BC-2200 BC)

Egyptians believed in ________________________________, so they invented a process to

_________ the body and to prevent decomposition.  This was known as ___________________.

It was a very complex process (see p. 28) and was expensive, so mostly only ________________

people, especially the pharaohs, were mummified.

____ were great _____________ to house the bodies of the _______________. Incredible

________________    was needed for this process and much of how they built these pyramids

is still a _________________ today.  Two examples of great pyramids are _______________'s

Pyramid and the ______________ Pyramid, which are guarded by the ____________________

(body of a _____________ with the head of a ________________.
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Middle Kingdom (2055-1650) Name  _____________________________________

After the Old Kingdom collapsed, the Middle Kingdom was restored after about _________ years.

The Middle Kingdom was known for:

1 Strength -

2 Stability -  

3 Expansion - 

4 Trade - 

Social Structure  - was like a pyramid as well:  Top:_______________>>>>>__________________

>>> _____________________________________>>> but most people were ______________.

They usually had arranged marriages for boys around age ______, and for girls around ______.

Women were more _______________ in Egypt than in most other places.  They could even own

__________________ and _______________________.

Accomplishments  - 

Hieroglyphics - 

Geometry - 

Calendar - 

www.glscott.org



Name  _____________________________________

L2  The Peoples in the Eastern Mediterranean  p. 31

How did nomadic people influence civilized societies?  See below

Pastoral nomads had most of the following characteristics:

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Indo-European Languages :  these languages have similarities b/c they were thought to have each 
come from the same parent tongue.  The languages spread through migration.  Examples:
Latin, Greek, Spanish, German, French and several others

Hittites :  Indo-European group who settled in present day Turkey. (See map, p. 32). Asia Minor.

1

2

3

The destruction of the Hittites and the weakening of Egypt allowed other small kingdoms to rise in the area…

Discuss:  How do you think iron-making technology spread from the Hittites to others?

The Phoenicians

1

2

3 Goods:  

4

5

Discuss:  Why would a trading empire like this want colonies?  
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The Israelites Name  _____________________________________

1 they were a minor group in the area, but one of the world's major religions came from them

2 Judaism - 

3 OLD TESTAMENT  -

A The Israelites: 

B Moses:  

C David: 

D Solomon:  

After Solomon's death, the kingdom of Israel split apart into two kingdoms.  In 722, the Assyrians overran 
the Northern kingdom of Israel and sent the to other parts of their empire.  Many lost touch with each other.
The Southern kingdom of Israel was known as Judah.  The were sent by the Chaldeans to Babylonia, where
they stayed in exile until the Persians allowed them to return home many years later.  This period was 
known as the Babylonian exile.  The people of Judah survived and were called Jews.  The religion of 
Judaism derives its name from their name.

JUDAISM

monotheism : 

God:  

God's promise:  

Torah:  

Covenant:  

Discuss:  What are some of the Ten Commandments?  
                                                 .<<Religious  Moral>> 

** How did these moral laws influence laws even today?  How are our government ideals based
in religious philosophies?

Some current legal ideas are based in religion:

1 2

The Jewish people's belief in only one god set them apart from other people in western Asia.  They also
believe God sent prophets  to help the people see when they were not obeying God. They warned the 
Jews to repent and live according to God's commands. 

The Minoans (see Crete, on map p. 32) (2800 BC-1340 BC)

King Minos:  

Knossos:

Trade:

The End: 
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L. 3:  The Indus Valley Civilization p. 38 Name  _____________________________________

The Impact of Geography in India

Sub-continent:

Himalayas:

Ganges River:

Indus River:

Deccan Plateau:

Coastal area:

Monsoons:
June-Sept:

Oct-Feb. - 

Discuss: Why would more people want to live in coastal areas such as these?  What might be
some problems associated with so much rain, especially for farmers?

Indus Valley Civilization

Just like in Egypt and Mesopotamia, the Indus River Valley supported a large civilization in India beginning
from around 3000 BC to 1500 BC.  There were thousands of small settlements in the area.  The 
civilizations were very advanced, and were known as the Harappan civilization.

Two cities:  Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro  - with populations of around 35,000 each

Grid pattern -

Houses:  

Wells:

Drainage:

Trash:

Leadership:

Discuss:  What do the features above show about the government in H-MD?  

What would be needed to bring about these types of things? 
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Name  _____________________________________

There is much speculation and debate about why the Harappan civilization declined and no definitive 
information exists.  Another group, known later as Aryans, migrated into India and their culture began to 
dominate in the area.  The Aryans gave up their nomadic ways and settled permanently.  Farming was 
improved by the use of iron and irrigation.

Crops:

Sanskrit:

Vedas:
Many small kingdoms/ not empires as in some areas
Rajas - 

Patriarchy: males dominated society and had prominence over females.  The ____________
was the basic unit in society. Only _______ could own property. Children were 
expected to ________________________________.

Suttee: women were encouraged to throw themselves on their husband's funeral pyre and
commit suicide.  Some were disgraced if they did not.  Others were forced.
It was banned by the British in 1829.

Discuss: How did a system of writing improve life for ancient people?  
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L. 4: The Rise of China p. 42 Name  _____________________________________

The Impact of Geography in China (map p. 43)

Yellow River / Huang He: 2900 miles / 

Yangtze / Chang Jiang River: 3400 miles -

Lack of fertile fields:

Many barriers:

Northern frontier:

Varied Climates:

The Shang Dynasty    (1750 BC-1045 BC)

Xia Dynasty:

2nd Dynasty: 

Aristocracy:

Location:

Features:

King:

Social Order: King>>Aristocracy>>peasants (farmers)>>merchants, artisans>>slaves

Oracle Bones:

Veneration of Ancestors: 

Bronze casting:

www.glscott.org



The Zhou Dynasty   (1045 BC - 256 BC) Name  _____________________________________

Zhou (Joe)

Shang practices:
territories governed by officials (the aristocracy)

Mandate of Heaven:
(See Dynastic Cycle p.44)

Dao:

Era of Warring States:

Changes in Warfare:

Qin (Chin):

Family importance:

Filial piety:

Male supremacy:

Population growth:

Improved trade:

Pictographs:
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L. 5:  Civilizations in the Americas p. 47 Name  _____________________________________

Early civilizations in Mesoamerica

Mesoamerica: "Middle" America - a name used for areas of México and Central America where
ancient empires arose

The Olmec: The "Rubber people" because of 

Why so much later than civilizations in the east?  
Traded: ______________ and _______________ (dark, natural glass stone formed by lava)

Religious Centers: San Lorenzo and La Venta:  

Decline:

Influence:

The Zapotec:

Monte Alban:

Teotihuacan: 1st major city - "Place of the Gods" .  Located about 
Main street:  

Pyramid of the Sun:

Farming:

Trade:

Decline:

Early Civilizations in South America

Caral (in Peru)

The Chauvin

Ceremonial Complex:

Crafts:

Technology:

Decline:

SUMMARY:
What are some similarities in all or most of the civilizations studied in this chapter?
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