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One of the biggest mistakes we can make in life is to ignore or deny the possibility that we might be 
dead wrong about something that is very important to us.

Don’t do this!

Question everything. Embrace doubt. Second guess conclusions. Be humble; after all you could be 
wrong. You might be the first perfect person in all of history and prehistory who is incapable of being 
fooled by the mistakes, lies and delusions of others. But I doubt it. You might be the first ever to rise 
above and see through all the deceptive quirks, traps and biases that come standard with a human brain. 
But I doubt it.

What good is it to hold tight to a position against every challenge if that position is in error? The goal 
is not to avoid ever changing your mind. The goal is to be right, or as close to it as you can be. If you 
value wisdom and honesty then you ought to value skepticism. Wisdom is recognizing that you don’t 
know everything and can be fooled just like every other human who has ever lived. Wise people change 
their minds when evidence demands it. Honest people don’t pretend to know things that they don’t 
know.

This fundamental error in thinking crops up most often in politics and religion, of course. These two 
fertile fields of human thought, passion and silliness encourage if not demand that participants sacrifice 
their ability to think independently. This treasure is given away freely as rigid lines are drawn and feet 
set in cement. How can something of such value—the ability and the courage to think freely—be 
sacrificed by so many people with so little reluctance? Why the haste to become one more zombie in 
the mob? Why no remorse for the loss of so much humanity?

Do not undervalue your ability to think independently, to grow intellectually over a lifetime, and to 
always do your best to move closer to truth and reality. The warmth of mindless membership may be 
appealing at a glance but it’s fool’s gold.

Change. Grow. Improve. Think and be fully human.
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